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ed yesterday, without being duly looked into and 


consitered. 

Mr. NILES had no objection to the vote being 
reconsidered. 

Mr. SEVIER then suggested that if this amend- 
ment was to be adopted in some other shape, that 
two engineers would be indispensable, as one could 
not at all times be present; and to subject that offi- 
cer to punishment for the ignorance and incapacity 
of others, would be going further than he was dis- 
posed to do. 

Mr. NILES asked if there was any thing more 
criminal than jeopardising the lives of passengers 
through the ignorance or incapacity of the engi- 
neer. Mr. N. knew very well how these affairs 
were managed with some of these boats: they first 
nada skilful engineer at $100 per month, and next 
whey took a tireman for the duty at $20 or $30 a 
month; and it was not unfrequeatly from the in- 
capacity of fese persons that so many accidents 
had oecurred. He was for placing such guards as 
might prevent Usese evils in future:he thought he 
could modify his amendment so as to meet the ob- 
jections of gentlemen. Mr. N. then so modified it 
as to make the owners and masters responsible for 
all damage to property ahd person; and it was 
adopted. 

Mr. NORVELL renewed a motion, made by 
him yesterday, and lost, in relation to compelling 
boats to have a life-preserver for each passenger, 
and so modified it as to compel steamboats to have 
a | fe-preserver for each berth. 

Mr. DAVIS said there might be some utility in 
these life-preservers : he was not prepared to say 
there was not; but why make them applicable 
only to steamboats? Why not extend them to all 
the packets—in short, to make them applicable to 
every kind of marine conveyance? Human life 
was not more valuable in steamboats than else- 
where. He (Mr. D.) was willing to ga on and 
make the bill as perfect as practicable ; but, after 
all, he must confess that he had very little confi- 
dence in the measure. Something in relation to 
the subject is certainly due, however, from Go- 
vernment. On this head there was much to grapple 
with—carelessness, ignorance, intemperance, &c. 
He was for the strongest measures that con!d be 
adopted to render the bill efficient. Mr. D. ad- 
verted to the circumstance that no dangerous oc- 
currences had taken place in the steam navigation 
between New York and Providence, and contended 
if more care were observed, that these fatal injuries 
would not so often happen. 

Mr. NORVELL alluded to the frightful loss of 
human life on board the steamboat * Home” for 
the want of this article. If a tithe only of the 
persons drowned on that melancholy occasion have 
been saved by the adoption of ™ preservers,” he 
thought it indispensable that vesse!s should be pro- 
vided with them. At all events, the experiment 
was worth trying, and he hoped no objection would 
be made. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Ms. Norvetu’s amendment, and lost by a vote of 
16 to 18. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana then made an offer to 
introduce his amendment in a modified shape, 
which was argued for some time between Messrs. 
Srrance, Bayarp, and others, on the bearighy*of 
the law. 

The amendment was lost; and the bill having 
been reported to the Senate, was ordered to be en- 
cressed for a third reading. 

The bill, as amended, reads as follows: 

A BFLL io provide for the better security of the 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled 
in whole or in part by steam. 

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Consress 
assembled, ‘That it shall be the duty of all owners of 
steamboats, or vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam, on or before the first day of October, one 


thousand eight hundred a 
new enro]ment of the same, under the existing laws 
of the United States, and take out from the collec- 
tor or surveyor of the port, as the case may be, 
where such vessel is enrolled, a new license, under 
such conditions as are now imposed by law, and 
as shall be imposed by this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful! for the owner, master, or captain of 
any s!feamboat or vessel propelled in whole or in 
part by steam, to transport any goods, wares, and 
merchandise, or passengers, in or upon the bays, 
lakes, rivers, or other navigable waters of the 
United States, from and after the said first day of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight, without having first obtained, from the pro- 
per officer, a license under the existing laws, and 
without having complied with the conditions im- 
posed by this act; and foreach and every viola- 
ticn of this section, the owner or owners of said 
vessel shail forfeit and pay to the United States the 
sum of five hundred dollars, one-half for the use of 
the informer; and for which sum or sums the 
steamboat or vessel so engaged shall be liable, and 
may be seized and proceeded against summarily, 
by way of libel, in any district court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of the offence. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the district judge of the United 
States, within whose district any ports of entry or 
delivery may be, on the navigable waters, bays, 
lakes, and rivers of the United States, upon the ap- 
plication of the master or owner of any steamboat 
or vessel propelled in whole or in part by steam, to 
appoint, from time to time, one or more persons 
skilled and competent to make inspections of such 
boats and vessels, and of the boilers and machinery 
employed in the same, whose duty it shall be to 
make such inspection when called upon for that 
purpose, and to give to the owner or master of such 
boat or vessel duplicate certificates of such inspec- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the per- 
son or persons who shall be called upon to inspect 
the hull of any steamboat or vessel, under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall, after a thorough exami- 
nation of the same, give to the owner or master, 
as the case may be, a certificate, in which shall 
be stated the age of the said boat or vessel, when 
and where originally built, and the length of time 
the same has been running. And he or they shall 
also state whether, in his or their opinion, the said 
boat or vessel is sound, and fit to be used fur the 
transportation of freight or passengers; for which 
service, so performed upon each and every boat 
or vessel, the inspectors shall each be paid and 
allowed by said master or owner applying for such 
inspection the sum of five dollars. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the person 
or persons who shall be called upon to inspect the 
boilers and machinery of any steamboat or vessel, 
under the provisions of this act, shall, after a 
thorough examination of the same, make a certi- 
ficate, in which he or they shall state his or their opi- 
nion whether said boilers are sound and fit for use, 
together with the age of said boilers, and duplicates 
thereof shall be delivered to the owner or master 
of such vessel; ene of which it shall be the duty of 
the said master and owner to deliver to the collector 
orsurveyer of the port whenever he shall apply 
for a license, or for a renewalof a license; the 
other he shall cause to be posted up, and kept in 
some conspicuous part of said boat, for the infor- 
mation of the public; and, for each and every in- 
inspection so made, each of the said inspectors 
shall be paid by the said master or owner app!ying, 
the sum of five dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That it shall 
be the dutty of the owners and masters of steam- 
boats to cause the inspection provided under the 
fourth section of this act to be made at least once 
in every twelve months; and the examination and 
trial of the strenth of the boilers uf his boat, re- 
quired by the fifth section, at l¢ast once in every 
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id thirty-eight, to make a |] six months; and deliver to the col\vetor or surveyor 


of the port where his boat or vessel has been en- 
rolied or licensed, the certificate of such taspection; 
and, on a failure thereof, he or they shall forfeit 
the license granted to such boat or vessel, and be 
subject to the same penalty as though he had run 
said boat or vessel without having obtained such 
license, to be recovered in like manner. And it 
shall be the duty of the owners and masiers of 
steamboats licensed in pursuance of the provisions 
of this act, toemploy on board of their respective 
boats, a competent number of experienced and skil- 
ul engineers; and in case of neglect to do so, that 
said owners and masters shall be held responsible 
for all damages to the property or any passengers 
on board of any boat occasioned by an explosion of 
the boiler or any derangement of the engine or 
machinery of said boat. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Toat whenever 
the master of any boat or vessel, or the person or 
persons charged with navigating said boat or ves- 
sel, which is propelled in whole or in part by 
steam, shall stop the motion or headway of said 
boat vr vessel, or when the said boat or vessel 
shall be stopped for the purpose of discharging or 
taking in cargo, fuel, or passengers, he or they 
shall open the safety-valve, so as to keep the steam 
down in said boiler as near as practicable to what 
it is when the said boat or vessel is under head- 
way, under the penalty of two hundred dollars for 
each and every offence. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the owner and master of every steam 
vessel engaged in the transportation of freight o1 
passengers, atseaor on the Mississippi river, the ton- 
nage of which vessel shall not exceed two hundred 
tons, to provide and to carry with the said boat 
or vessel, upon each and every voyage, two long- 
boats or yawls, each of which shall be competent 
to carry at least twenty persons; and where the ton- 
nage of said vessel shall exceed two hundred tons, 
itshall be the duty of the owner and master to 
provide and carry, as aforegaid, not less than three 
long-boats or yawls, of the same or larger dimen- 
sions; and for every failure in these particulars the 
said master and owner shall forfeit and pay three 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 9. Aad be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the master and owner of every steam 
vessel to provide, as a part of the necessary furni- 
ture, asuction-hose and fire engine and hose, sui- 
table to be worked on said boat in case of fire, and 
carry the same upon each and every voyage, in good 
order; and for a failure to do which they, and each 
them, shall forfeit and pay the sum of Uiree hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the master and owner of every steam- 
boat, ranning between sunset and sunrise, to carry 
one or more signal lights that may be seen by other 
boats navigating the same waters, at some suttadle 
point near or at the bow of said boat. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
penalties imposed by this act may be sued for and 
Jecovered in the name of the United States, in the 
district or circuit court of such disirict or circuit 
where the offence shall have been committed, or 
forfeiture incurred, or iu which the owner or mas- 
ter of said vessel may reside, one-half to the use 
of the former, and the other to ‘he use of the 
United Siates, or the said penalty may be prosecuted 
for by indictment in either of the said courts. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That every cap- 
tain, engineer, pilot, or other person, employed on 
board of any sieamboat or vessel propelled in whole or 
in part by steam, by whose misconduct, negligence, 
or inattention to his or their respective duties, the 
life or lives of any person or persons On board 
said vessel may be destroyed, shall be deemed 
guilty of mansiavghter, and, upon conviction 
thereof, before any circuit court of the United 
States, shall be sentenced to confinement at hard 
labor for a period not less than two nor more thaw 
ten years. 
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The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Indiana and Illinois, was 
laken up, and postponed to, and made the order of 
the day for, Friday next. 
‘PRE-EMPTIONS TO SETTLERS. 

The bi!l to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
lands, was taken up, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentacky observed that this was 

ry important measure, and he presumed that 
no Senator intended to press it. Its discussion 
would tke up a good deal of time, and he thought 
that Senators should have some time allowed them 
lo prepare for it. He would propose to postpone 
the bill, and make it the order of the day for next 
Monday week. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama thought that, if the mo- 
tion pr »vailed, it would be equivalent lo postponing 
it for some months to come. He was satisfied that 
the Senator from Kentucky did not wish to give 
the bill the go-by in that manner. ‘Tuesday week, 
Mr. C. said, was set apart for the consideration of 
the important measure in relation to the finances. 
\nother important measure, the bill relating to the 

nks in the District of Columbia, was set for 
\londay ; and other measures of importance would 
ne up about the ime named by the gentleman. 
ife did not apprehend that this pre-emption bill 
wor weasion so much discussion as the Senator 
!. There was nothing novel in it, nothing 
viractdinaty—the subject was well understood, 
nd this bill was so simple in its provision that 
he could not see hew it could create any difficulty. 
"The obnoxious feature in the pre-emption bill ef 
the last session—that relating to floating claims— 
had been stricken out, and it now contained no 
provisions to which any well founded objections 
could be urged. He hoped the Senator from Ken- 
tucicy would consent toa postponement to a shorter 
a 1. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that the bill did 
contain some novelty, notwithstanding. Certainly, 
said he, we have had pre-emptions enough; but to 
throw open the whole public domain to every man 
eall himself a pre-emptioner, was a 
novelty reserved for this bill. He did not, how- 
ever, intend jo enter into the meris of the bill, but 
he made thes¢ observations for the purpose of 

howing that it was not the harmless measure that 
gentlemen supposed. He was sure that when they 
did lake it up it would not be one day nor two days 
nncer discussion, but would perhaps cecupy them 
fir weeks, 

Mr. WALKER wi-hed the bill to have an eariy 
consideration, because extensive land sales had 
lately been oritored, and if these tock place before 
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the passage of the till, many meritorious indi- 
viduals would be deprived of its benefits. 1) Con- 
gress V lispesed to give to the actual ilers a 


land improved by then, it 


Vas tme- 


t that the bill should pass at an early day, so 
tthe lands might not be sold before t mndus- 
iens cultivator could have an opportunity of 


Mr. W. concluded by 
oving to make the bill the order of the day for 
Tharsday next ; 
Mr. KING of Alabama was in hopes that the 
Senater from Kentucky would have seen nothing 
in th’s bill of the alarming character which he 
ceemed to apprehend. The bill of the last session, 
Mr. K. said, embraced other and more extended 
provisions than were to be found in the one before 
hem, which occasioned the protracted discussion 
ihe Senator referred to. It was in provision 
relating to the actual settlement on which so much 
time was consumed. Mr. K. believed that there 
was always a disposit on to give to actual seitiers a 
poruion of their improvements; and he had hoped 
that for so small and reasonable a matier the Se- 
nator from Kentucky would have permitted it to 
pass by qnietly and without unnecessary delay. 
The reason assigned by the Senator from Missis- 
spp! was a good one, and he hoped it would have 
ty due weight with the Senate. The objectionable 
features having been removed from the bill, he 
indulged the hope that it would have to en- 
counter the opposition ef the Senator from Ken- 
ucky, and that he would see the propriety of either 
modifying his motion so as to give it an earlier 
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consideration, or that he would accept the motion 
of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said the Senator from 
Alabama was certain'y very coaxing; but he could 
not view the matter in the same light the Senator 
from Alabama did. He would undertake to say 
that we shoul! have applications for the passage of 
pre-emption jaws to the end of time. These peo- 
ple would go on choosing the best parcels of the 
public land, and applying to Congress for pre- 
emption rights, unt'l they reached the Pacific. We 
had been told by the President, in his message, as 
well as by the Senator from Alabama, ‘only pass 
this bill, and it shal! be the last.””. Mr. C. how- 
ever, did not believe these claims would ever cease. 
He thought the time rather short, and would prefer 
that the bill should be fixed for a later period. 

Mr. CLAY ot Alabama hoped that the conside- 
ration of the bill would not be delayed beyond Fri- 
day uext. ‘The proposition, he said, was now in a 
more simple form than it had ever been presented 
to the Senate, and he was satisfied that a majority 
of the Senate would approve of it in its present 
form, or with a few modifications. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to any delay. If 
the bill were postponed for two weeks, it might be 
delayed for months, from the circumstance of los- 
ing its place in the calander. There was no Sena- 
tor, he presuned, who was not familar vith tle 
subject and prepared to vote at once withont a 
word being said, as their minds were made up on 
one side or the other. While up he would take 
occasion to say that he hoped the practice of the 
Government for the last forty years would not be 
reversed ordiscontinned. He was entirely in fa- 
vor of the systent The best evidence of ihe pre- 
emptionist wish igt o become a cultivator, was his 
going into the forest, cutting down the trees, and 
erecting his little cabin; he was in favor of all such 
settlers. 

The question was then taken on Mr. CLAY’S 
motion to postpone until Monday week, and lost. 

The question was next taken on Mr. WALK- 
ER’S motion, and carried, so that the bill was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for 
Friday next. 

The bill from the House to secure the payment 
of certain commissions on duty bonds tocollectors 
of the customs, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The bill to create the office of surveyor of public 
lands in the Territory of Wisconsin, was taken up 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bi!l for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop 
and others, directors of an association, called the 
New England Mississippi Land Company; was, on 
motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, postponed until 
Monday next. 
bill for the relief of William Fast, was 
taken up and cons‘dered; and after being explained 
and advocated by Messrs. CLAY and KING ot 
Alabama, and opnosed by Mr. TIPTON, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The Senate adjourned. 


wm 
} 
ane 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1838. 
SEMINOLE WAR. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. CAMPRELENG asked the consent of the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole again 
on the “bifl making a partial appropriation for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 1838.” 

The motion was assented to without a division, 
and the House accordingly went into committee, 
Mr. Connor in the chair, and resumed the consi- 
deration of the above bill. 

The qnestion pending was on the motion of Mr. 
Wise to reduce the appropriation from 1,000,000 
to $500,000. 

As soon as the question had been announced, 

Mr. THOMPSON, referring to what he had said 
yesterday, said that he had not said that the whole 
North felt sympathy with the Indians, only because 
they were our enemie He did not believe such 
to be the universal feeling of the North. He hoped 
and believed that it was not now even the general 
feeling, If he thought so, he would not hesitate 











one moment to leave, to cut loose, if need be, from 
the Confederacy. That a portion of the northern 
people were influenced by such feelings, he did not 
doubt. 

Mr. BIDDLE said it had been his wish to speak 
on the subject before the rising of the committee 
yesterday, and nothing had occurred in the inter- 
vening period to change his views. He could not 
suppress his surprise at the course pursued yester- 
day. The debate which then took place com- 
menced with the appropriation bil!, and left off in 
a discussion on the abolition of slavery. That dis- 
cussion was provoked by a struggle between the 
gentleman from Virginia and the gentleman from 
South Carolina, as to which was the most bitter 
opponent tothe North. 

Mr. WISE stated that the gentleman had totally 
misunderstood him. He was not an enemy of the 
North. He had always been a friend to the North, 
but at the same time he was a friend to the South. 

Mr. BIDDLE went on to complain of the un- 
fairness of Southern gentlemen in making denun- 
¢ ations against the North in relation to abolition, 
when the Representatives of the North were tied 
down from replying by a resolution of the House, 
which forbid all discussion on the subject. But he 
would tell those gentlemen that if ever the abolition 
question came to a crisis, the whole respensibility 
and calamity of the result would fall upon them. 
Mr. EB. was proceeding, when 

Mr. PATTON protested against any further dis- 
cussion on that subject, which was quite foreign to 
the question before the committec. 

Mr. BIDDLE said he would waive any further 
remarks on that snbject, and confine his remarks 
to the question of appropriation. He asked what 
were the reasons urged for requiring this enormous 
appropriation from the pockets of the people. They 
were told that the emergency of the case required 
it, and, on this ground, the House was called upon 
to act precipitately. But his short experience had 
given him an opportunity of examining such pre- 
texts, and of the manner of forcing bills through 
the House by such pressing importunities. They 
were invariably taken by surprise in these cases, 
and the appropriations were not asked until there 
was an * emergency,” and then there was no time 
to discuss the matter. He would ask if such had 
not been the practice during the whole eighteen 
months of General Jesup’s command in [lorda. 
He, for one, would protest against voting any 
more money under such pretexts. Efe, for one, 
was willing to assume the responsibility, and to go 
home to his constituents, and tel! them that he had 
refused to vote for an appropriation of another 
million, without knowing to what use it was to be 
applied. The treasures of the country had been 
syuandered long enough. ‘The main artery of the 
Treasury had been bleeding for a long time, and 
it only required a few gallons more to complete tts 
exhaustion. Yes, he was willing to go back to his 
constituents, and to sav, that after fifteen millions 
had been expended in that war to no 1 h 
refused to grant fifteen millions more, until some 
satisfactory explanation had been given as to its 
object. 

The gentleman from Florida had said much 
about the employment of the Cherokees, and had 
contended, that if those Indians had not been em 
ployed, the war would have been ended long age. 
Bat vho was it who employed the Cherokees? 
Was it the action of that House? No. Was it 
the action of the Government?) No. But it was 
an idie experiment of General Jesup, who had 
superseded General Scott, and who had pledged 
himself to undo all that had been done by the lat- 
ter. Mr. B. reviewed, at some length, the pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry, in relation to the 
conduct of General Scott, whom he contended was 
a brave and ga!lant officer, who had been recalled 
from Florida at the moment he was striking the 
decisive blow, by the dishonorable conduct of Gen. 
Jesup, in writing a private letter to the editor of 
the Globe, condeming the course ef his command- 
ing officer. He adverted to the early history of 
General Scott, his gallant conduct in the war with 
Great Britain, and other matters laudatory of that 
officer. ‘ : 

He concluded by commenting on’ the alleged in- 
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trigues constantly carried en at the seat of Govern- 
ment, and contended that until the time should ar- 
rive when the officers of our army and navy could 
rely entirely on the protection of Congress, our 
national! honor would never be secure. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was unwilling to be driven 
into a hasty — of this ‘apprepeution without 
due examinat! on, x he had already voted cheer- 
fully for upwards of ten millions to put an ead to 
the Florida war. ‘There was another reason. At 
the commencement of the session, a resolution 
introduced by him had been ¢ adopted, calling upon 
the Secretary of War for information in relation to 
the proceedings there; but no response had yet 
come in. He would not say that the withholding 
of this information would induce him to withheld 
the money. On the contrary, he was disposed to 
give the money, and should continue to do so, for 
the present at least, on the principle that when his 
house was on fire he would try and first put it out, 
and inquire into the cause of the conflagration af- 
terwards. Mr. U. deprecated the course of these 
ex parte trials and condemnation of Generals Scott 
and Jesup. ‘Take the case of the capture of Oceo- 
la, for which the latter had been censured: had 
they all the facts before them? They had not; but 
the letter of Gen. Jesup justified that act, for it ap- 
peared that Oceola — come in with a perfidious 
intention, and Mr. U. adduced parallel in stances in 
the early wars of tt West, known to all. He ob- 
jected, however, to such denunciations, on aie 
side, before all the facts were ascertained. With 
reference to Gen. Jesup, he had before read to the 
House a letter from that officer, in which he stated 
that he (Gen. J.) wished a most full and ample in- 
quiry into all his transactions, both in the Creek 
and Seminole campaigns. As to the letter to F. 
P. Blair, he held that it had been improperly used; 
but the writer was not responsible for that, for he 
had marked it ‘“‘private,”’ and did not address it 
directly to President of the United States; but 
evenif it had been addressed to the President direct- 
iy, Mr. U. held that the second in command had a 
right, and it was his duty, to make known what he 
believed to be the truth to the commander-in-chief. 
Take the case of Gen. Hull: supposing him to 
have been guiity of intriguing with the enemy, and 
that his second in command knew it, would any 
one have censured the latter for making that fact 
known to the then commander-in-chief, the Presi- 
dent of the United States? Again, it should be re- 
membered that Gen. Jesup had voluntarily retract- 
ed ail he had said in relation to Gen. Scott. Mr. 
Ly. did not, however, believe that the delay 
f this war was the fault either of our Generals 
or the army, for he believed they had all done the 
bestthey could. The fault lay in sending too large 
a force, ten or twelve thousand men, en masse, and 
the remedy, he thought, would be to pursue the 
same course they did in Kentucky many years ago: 
act by detail, in small parties, protected by forts, 
&e 

Mr. GLASCOCK said, that in consequence of 
the latitude which this debate had taken, he felt it 

be a duty which he owed to himself, as well as 
to the section of the country which he in part re- 
presented, to make some remarks in reply to gen- 
ilemen who had preceded him on this question. 
Ile exceedingly regretted the course which this 
discussion had taken ; but inasmuch as this course 
of debate had ensued, he wished to be permitted to 
make some remarks in reply. At the commence- 
ment of the present debate, charges serious in their 
character had been made against the General Go- 
vernment as to the policy it had pursued towards 
those Indian tribes; but he was convinced, if the 
gentleman who made the charges had given to the 
subject that attention which he generally gives 
juestions which he investigates, he would have 
come to the conclusion that some of the remarks 
\hich he made were not justified by the facts in 
relation to the treaty made with the Seminole [n- 
dians. One charge of the gentleman from Vir- 
sinia, who had but followed up the remarks of the 
gentieman from Vermont on a former occasion, 
was, that the treaty with those Indians was a frau- 
dulent weaty. He(Mr. G.) weli recollected the time 
when that charge was first made by the gentleman 
‘rom Vermont, and he also well recollected 
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the bold and manly reply which was made to it by 
the then delegate from Florida on this floor. The 
general charge in relation to the treaty not being 
valid, was predicated on the ground that the time 
for carrying ut into effect had red before it was 


ratified by our Government. He world say to 
gentlemen, however, if they would take ‘the trouble 
to refer to the treaty itseil, ai id to the Sro uund then 


oa: by the delegate from Florida, they would 
find that every doubt would removed as to the 
validity of that treaty with the Seminoles, notwith- 
stanuing all their sympathies for these Indians; and 
they would at once admit that the Iadians had been 
treated with the wimost humanity and liberality by 
the General Government. They would find, also, 
that the delay camplained of as the cause of ren- 
and 


ies 


dering the treaty null vas occasioned by 
the act of the Indi: ins themselves. In the treaty of 
Fort Moultrie with these Indians, there were certain 
conditions precedent, which it was not necessary 
here to enter into, but which all could see, who 
chose to refer to it; and im the subsequent treaty of 
Payne’s Landing, one of the conditions of it was that 
some of the principal chiefs should visit the country 
to which it was contemplated to remove them; 
and upon their being satisfied with the country, 
and making certain arrangements with the Creeks, 
the treaty was to be ratified and carried into effect. 
This treaty was made in 1833; and if the treaty was 
not sooner carried into effect, it was because 
the Indians had not sooner com; lied with their 
part of the treaty, as gentlemen would see by a 
reference to a history of the matter. Gentlemen 
were entirely mistaken in supposing g that it was the 
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fault of the Government that the treaty was not 
sooner ratified: it was the fault of the Indians 


themselves; and even if this House had the power 
to render this treaty null and void, the facts of the 
case would not justify it. Well, after the treaty 
was ratified, and it was found that Gen. Clinch, 
acting wnder the authority of the Government, was 
unable to remove them within the time specified, 
another year was given them, so that they might 
not be pat to any great inconvenience. This was 
done in 1835, and at that time not a voice was 
raised in Florida against the validity of the treaty; 
butall fully acknowledged it as binding upon them. 
Furthermore: when this General Government, 
which was now charged with so much inhumanity 
and perfidy towards these Indians, found them ina 
starving condition, appropriations were made for 
their support and maintenance, and many of them 
owed the:r lives to the liberality of the Govern- 
ment in thus providing for them. With what jus- 
tice, then, could gentlemen stand up here and say 
that it was attempted by our officers to destroy this 
whole race of unfortunate people? Gentlemen, 
too, in referring to the history of the transactions 
in Florida, have extolled Oceola to the skies, and 


held him up as an example worthy of imi- 
tation, whilst our own officers have been 
held up to public indignation and scorn. 
They should, however, recollect the mur- 
ders which that Chief has committed,  be- 
fore they attempt to eulogize him; they 
should recollect the cold-blooded murder cf 


General Thompson by this chief with the very 
instrumeat which he had been entrusted with in 
confidence, before they bestow on him their praises; 
and they should recollect that it was his perfidy 
which laid low a brave and a gallant officer who 
had placed the utmost confidence in him. If such 
a deed as this had been committed by a foreign 
enemy, or by one of our own officers, it would 
have subjected him to eternal infamy; yet for this 
act this chief is proclaimed a brave, a gallant, and 
a noble warrior, by gentlemen on this floor. Mr. 
G. admitted Oceola to have been a desperate foe. 
He believed him to be a brave man, and so are 
many assassins; sO are many murderers. They 
fear nothing in the day or in the night, and are pre- 
pared to commit the most daring acts of bravery, 
and will arrest your civil authority; but are these 
the men to be held up to public admiration by 
honorable gentlemen on this floor? 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Biddle) 
had used language, and resorted to arguments, 
which he (Mr. G.) little expected on the present 
occasion. When, however, he recollected the 
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gentieman’s known hostility to every movement 
of the General Government, he was willing to 
make some allowance for him. Mr. G. would 
ask what had the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment in relation to Treasury notes, and what bad 
the characters of Generals Jesup and Scvt!, to 
do with the present question before the ETuuse? 
He concurred entirely in the remarks of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Understood,) 
that it was improper to pronounce condemnation 
upon the officers of our army without giving them 
a full and a fair hearing. A blow, says the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, has ben aimed at 
General Scott's integrity, and the sword has been 
struck {rom his right hand by a blow from behind. 
Well, sir, might he not retort upon the gentleman 
in the same manner, and say that an altempt was 
now making to do the same thing with regard to 
another officer of our army? The gentleman had 
referred us Jo the fields of Chippewa and Niagara 
for the gallant exploits of General Scott, and has 
told us how his youthful bosom glowed when he 
heard of the triumph of our arms on those ocea- 
sions; but had the gentleman forgotten the valorous 
deeds of Jesup on those same battle fields, and that 
General Brown himself had said that this gallant 
officer was foremost in the blaze of battle? No 
man, said Mr. G. can read the history of those 
times, or can lock back to them, without awarding 
to General Jesup praises for as great bravery as 
any of his brother officers. If a blow has been 
aimed at the character of General Scott, so also is 
General Jesup, who is now fighung the battles ot 
his country, about to be condemned without a hear- 
ing. Mr. G. was ready and willing to award due 
praise to all our gallant officers, and would con- 
demn none of them without a hearing, as he 
thought such a course little fitting a grave de ibera- 
tive assembly. With regard to the treachery of 
the Cherokees ‘whic h had been alluded io, he hoped 
they might be enabled to clear themselves of it, as 

he should be sorry to see such an imputation rest 
upon them; and as the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) had admonished the delegate from 
Florida not to make this charge against those In- 
dians without proof, he hoped the gentleman from 
Virginia would take the same admonition from 
him, not to make charges against the Executive 
Departments of ovr Government without the proof. 
If the gentleman would take of him this admoni- 
tion, he anticipated that many unpleasant discus- 
sions would be avoided, an much unpleasant 
feeling prevented. But it had been said by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that, if these 
Cherokees had proved treacherous, and evil had 
resulted from their mission, those a em- 
eT them were to blame for it. Now, Mr. 

. had no doubt that this delegation ha: | been em 

soe “dat the instance, or at least with the sanc- 
tion, of the Secretary of War; bat he was far 
from believing that that officer was censurable for 
thus employing them. His motive in their employ- 
ment was good, and it was wrong to censure him 
for the failure of the mission. Mr. G. also denied 
that the principal was responsible in all cases for 
the act of the agent, as had been asserted by the 
gentleman from Virginia. Suppose the gentleman 
and himself had employed an agent to ‘perform a 
certain service in the making of a coniract or 
otherwise, and tha agent had committed a fraud, 
were they to be held accountable for that fraud? 
He thought not. In regard to the statements repre- 
sented to have been made by the Cherokees 
to the Seminoles, that if they would only hold 
out this winter, Congress would refirse to make 
further appropriations, and the war would cease, 
he had only to say that there was a remarkable 
coincidence between the statement of the Chero- 
kees and the course of certain gentlemen on this 
floor. 

Mr. G. proceeded at some-length to reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Biddle,) and concluded by urging upon the House 
the propriety of making the appropriation asked for 
by the bill under consideration. 

Mr. BYNUM commented, at some length, at 
the inconsistent course of the gentleman in oppo- 
sition to the appropriation. He deprecated the 
idea of making it a party question. For his part, 
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his aim would invariable be, first for the good of 
his country, and next for his party. He adverted 
to the history of ancient republics, and adduced 
instances to show, that in all cases their ruin had 
been accomplished by faction, and by party con- 
test He could scarcely conceive how gentlemen 
could oppose the appropriation, and enter into an 
investigation of the conduct of their officers, at the 
very ime when the war was going on. Such a 
course was calculated to retard every measure, to 
dishonor the commander, and unnerve the sol- 
Such a course was wholly unprecedented, 
fora Government to go into an investigation ol 
the conduet of an officer, while that officer was en- 
eaced in the field. Mr. B. adverted to the con- 
duet of the Government during the war with Great 
Britain, and in relation to Mexico, and the course 
of the Opposition in relation to it. He went into 
a history of the movements of that party; and 
said it was evident that the war which the Govern- 
ment had most mgson to fear, was the war of a 
Bank of the United States. 

Mr. B. was proceeding to reply to some of the 
arguments of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Biddle,) in relation to the abolition question; 
when 

‘The CLLAIR suggested that such a course was 
rot in order. 

Mr. BYNUM said that if he bad dizressed, he 
wos bat following the example set by others, and 
Le would cheerfully submit to the suggestion of the 
Char. He then resumed his defence of the Admi- 

stration, and expressed his opinion that there was 
not a single member who had a serious doubt on 
the propriety of granting the appropriation, ualess 
they had made up their minds to refuse all appro- 
priations and make an infamous peace with sa- 
vaves, 

Mr. POPE gave a statement of the facts which 
had induced the Committee of Ways and Means 
to report this bill, substantially the same as that 
given by Mr. CamBpreLena yesterday, and that it 
had been therein unanimously acted upon. He 
beseeched his friends, of all parties, to arrest the 
farther progress of this discussion, and report the 
bul. The war was now going on, it had been re- 
cognised by both Houses of Congress, and they 
were compelled to appropriate money for its sup- 
He was anxious for investigation, and 
whenever the proposition was brought forward to 
go into an examination of its origin and causes, 
aud its subsequent proceedings, he should give it 
his cordial support. Some investizatl n was ne- 
cessary. It nad already cost the country some fil- 
teen mille is of dollars. The people of Kentucky de- 
sired HN, tor the committce of inquiry at Frede- 
ricktowa ad cost more money than had been ex- 
pended in the acquisition of the two Stat>s of Ken- 
tuck y l'ennessee, the fairest portion of North 
America. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG united his veice to that of 

gentieman from Kentucky, for tae mmmediate 
1. ‘Phe Committee of Ways and 


mers. 


pression. 


sage of this bill. 
\leans, a reportiog this paruai appropriation had 
done it lor the express pnrpose ot avoiding all dis- 
cussion, and not intertere with the other bill, which 
would open the whole merits of the question. Mr. 
(. stated, in addition, that he had received, since 
yesterday, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, stating that the Subsistence and the Quarter- 
naMer’s Departments were without funds, and that 
the Paymaster General had drafts upon jim to the 
amount of upwards of $100,000 without the means 
to meet them. He again stated that the general 
intl wonld offer amp'e opportunity to discuss 
this whole subject. 

The guestion was then taken on Mr. Wise’s 
imendment, and it was rejected without a division. 

Che bill was then laid aside to be reporied to 
the House. 


CANADA FRONTIER, 

‘The committee then took up and considered the 

vill waking an appropriation [of $625,500) for 
the protecuon of the Northern frontier of the United 
states,” and then rose, and reported the two fore- 

ung bills to the House. 

Mr. RENCHER called for the yeas and nays 
mm ordering the Indian appropriation bill to be en- 
which were ordered, and were— Yeas 


rossed ; 
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164, Nays 2, and the bill was then read the third 
time and passed. 
3efore the vote was announced— 

Mr. HAWKINS of North Carolina rose, and 
stated thathe was momentarily out of his seat 
when his name was called; and the vote on the bil! 
being so near to unanimity, he hoped therefore that 
he might be permitted then to record his vote in its 
favor, but it was objected to. 

The “bill! making an appropriation for the pro- 
tection of the norihern fronuer of the United States” 
was then ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, and having been engrossed, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
initting a statement of the appropriations and ex- 
penditures of that Department under each specific 
head. 

Also a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a statement of the names, duties, 
periods of service, salaries, &c. of the Clerks in 
that Department. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The above were severally laid on the table; and 
then, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepbnespay, January 24, 1838. 

The CIIAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting a report from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in answer to 
ihe resolution of the Senate of the 16th instant, re- 
lative to the claim of George Davali: laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, made 
in compliance with the ninth section of the act of 
the 20th April, 1818, transmitting a statement of 
the names of the several clerks employed in the 
War Department, with the compensations paid to 
each: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting the annual statement of apprepriations. 
made for that Department for the year 1837: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR communicated the preamble and 
resolutions adopted by a meeting of the citizens of 
Georgetown, D. C. and that part of Washington 
county west of Rock Creek, remonstrating against 
the passage of any law by Congress interfering 
with the circulation of the notes of the Georgetown 
corporation; also, remonstrating against the inter- 
ference by any Cf the States or their citizens with 
the institution of slavery as it exists in this District; 
which were read, and, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, that part of the 
memorial which relates to the corporation notes 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia; and the other part, relating to slavery, 
was laid on the tabie. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
N. Grant, praying to be allowed to commute his 
pension for a section of land in the late Creek ter- 
ritory of Alabama: referred to the Committee on 


Pensions. 


On inotion of Mr. MERRICK, the petition and 
papers of John Burke were again referred to the 
Commitice on Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Fran- 
ces Moore, executrix of Elias Moore; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Isaac Col- 
lier; which was referred to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition and papers 
of Joseph West, praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LYON presented a petition from thirty-five 
resident cituzens of Port Sheldon, in the State of 
Michigan, praying Congress to make an appropria- 
tion for improving the harbor at that place; also a 
peuuion from thirty-three citizens of Western Michi- 


gan, for the same object: referred to the Comaittce 
on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, 
The petition of William G. Parker, on the files 





of the last session, was again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the meimorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the city of Meébile, asking that 
a naval force adequate to the object may be em- 
ployed to protect the commerce of the Gulf of 
Mexico: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. KING also presented the memorial of 
George Fisher, administrator of John H. Boyd, 
praying to be permiited to locate other lands in lieu 
of that taken from him by an Indian reservation: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of Juliet 
Onion, formerly Julia Pendergast, praying to be 
placed on the pension roil, under the act of July, 
1836, and the supplement thereto of March, 1837; 
which was referred to the Committee on Peusions, 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
the Board of Trade of the city of New York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law to expedite tie regular 
mail and to discontinue the express mail. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, moved that that com- 
mittee be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the communication from the Governor of 
the State of Vermont, asking for an extension of 
the franking privilege; and also from resolutions 
of the Legislature of Mississippi on the same sub- 
ject; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, 

The Commtttee on Manufactures was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
the Indiana Pottery Company, praying for a dona- 
tion of Jand. 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to lay before the Senate the report of the engineers 
of the Charleston and Cincinnati railroad, made in 
October, 1837. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Sceretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this Senate copies of 
all correspondence, if any, which may have pas- 
sed between his department and the banks of the 
District of Columbia, afier the passage of the de- 
posite act of June, 1836, and previous to the sus- 
pension of specie payments, relative to the increase 
of their loans and discounts within that period. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following 
resolution, which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
tu cause to be made an accurate and complete Ssut- 
vey of the Tennessee river, from its mouth to the 
highest point of steamboat navigation, exhibiting 
the nature of the several obstractions to that mode 
of navigation which still exists, the most eflectual 
plan of removing the same, and estimates of the 
cost of removing said obstructions respectively. 

Mr. BAYARD su'-mitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Tivat the Secretary of War be requested 
to transmit to the Senate the report made to the 
Department of War since the first session of the 
Twenty-fourth Congress, by the District Attorney 
of the United States for the district of New Jersey, 
concerning the claim of Ileary Gale and others to 
the Pea Patch island in the river Delaware, toge- 
ther with the opinion of the Attorney General, aad 
any other documeats in the Department relating to 
the subject, not heretofore communicated to Con- 
gress. 

The resolutions submitted by Messrs. NOR- 
VELL, McKEAN and MORRIS, on the subject 
of slavery, coming up in their order, were severally 
laid on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee oa Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial of 
Charles M. Keller and Henry Stone, reported a 
bill for their relief; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made some days since, 
conveying the returns of the Bank of the United 
States, was, with the documents, ordered to be 
printed. 

The reports of the Committee of Finance unfa- 
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vorable to the petitions of Zenas Wood and 
George W. Lantz, were severally concurred in. 

On motion ef Mr. L UMPKIN, the map of the 
Cherokee country, accompanying the report of the 
Secretary of War on the subject of the Cherokee 
treaty, was ordered to be printed. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill to provide for the better security of 
passengers in vessels propelled in whole or in 
part by steam; 

The bill to create the office of Surveyor of 
the Public Lands in the Wisconsin Territory; 

The bil! for the relief of William East; and 

The bill authorizing the appointment of persons 
to test the usefulness of inventions to improve an d 
render safe the boilers of steam engines against ex- 
plosion. 

The bill to provide for the legal adjudication of 
certain land claims in Louisiana and Arkansas, 
was taken up, and, on the suggestion of Mr. Mor- 
Ris, laid on the table. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. BEN'TON then moved to take up the bill 
to increase the present military oe of 
the United States. Me QB. explained al! the lead- 
ing features of the bill, and said he Seca there 
was no diversity of opinion in relation to the ne- 
cessity of an increase of the army; bat he believed 
there did exist much diversity, as to the best mode 
of effecting so desirable a result. Some thought 
it more advisable to fill up the companies, without 
increasing the regiments, while others were for in- 
creasing the number of regiments. The biil be- 
fore them was the same as that resolved on at the 
last session; though, if any gentleman was desi- 
rous of recommitting the bill, in order to test the 
strength of the Senate in relation to an increase of 
of the number of regiments, he should be satisfied 
for it totake that course. Mr. B. reada letter from 
the Secretary of War, recommending an increase 
of three regiments, and filling up the companies 
to the number of sixty-eight. 

Mr. BAYARD spoke of the lamentable defi- 
ciency of officers experienced on many Occasions 
lately, and the general necessity there existed for 
an increase of the army. The only difference on 
the subject was, whether the skeleton should be 
filled up, or the frame siill further extended. He 
would move *o recommit the bill, with instructions 
to increase the regiments to the number of three, 
and fill up the companies to the number 
eight. 

Mr. PRESTON spoke generally against an in- 
crease of the officers ; he thought they were sn{fi- 
ciently numerons without increasing them; it was 
men that were most wanted; in many places there 
were not enough to keep up the ordinary drill. 
The rank and file might no doubt be increased ad- 

vanlageously, without much expense, and without 
any increase of the patronage of the Government, 

Mr. TIPTON was of opinion it would be most 
advantageous to increase the rank and file, rather 
than officers. The staff, in his opinion, was already 
sufficiently large. If mcn were added, the officers 
would be rendered more efficient. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought if an increase of the 
army was needed, it would be safest to increase 
the regiments. Experience has shown that where 
there were good officers, a tolerable good soldier 
could be made in seven or eight months. 

Mr. PRESTON asked for the ayes and noes on 
the motion to recommit, when there appeared for 
the motion 15, against it 27, as follows 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
baina, Clayton, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Pierce, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, and Tipton—15. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Mou- 
ton, Niles, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swift, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—27. 

Mr. BENTON then proposed to amend the bill 
by adding to the commissariat of subsistence one 
assistant commissary general of subsistence, with 
the rank and emolument of a lieutenant colonel of 


of sixty- 


} with the rank and pay of assistant qnartermasters 
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cavalty; one commissary, with the rank and emo- 
lument of a quartermaster, and three commissaries, 














, 
which amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN wished the bill recom- 
mitted. We had already more officers than, were 
necessary, and yet they were asked to increase 
them to a stil greater extent. He would, there- 
fore, move to recommit the bill to the commit'ee, 
with instructions to strike out that portion relating 
to an increase of the officers, and increasing the 
staff of the army. 

Mr. BENTON said an increase of the staff of 
the army had been touched on, he believed, by 
every Secretary since the last war. Mr. B. went 
on to show the absolute necessity that existed for 


the contemplated increase. We had twenty mil- 
lions of property scattered over a surface of 
upwards of eight thousand miles, and in some 


cases there was not a responsible officer to take 
eare of or guard it from injury. We had to 
employ civil engineers at a greater expense, and to 
far greater extent, than any contemplated increase 
by that bill; men not subject to the rules 
cles of war 
control. 

Mr. B. here read statements from the Secretary 
of War, and high military officers of the sriaey’ to 
sustain the views he had taken. Orders had Leen 
given from the Department, which it was physically 
impossible to carry into effect, tor want of the proper 
officers. Mr. B. alluded toa large appropriation 
made for some purpose at the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi, which fcould not be effected fos 
proper officer. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was of opinion that some in- 
crease of the topographical and military engineers 
was necessary. While up, he would be glad to 
learn from the chairman whether any provision was 
contained in the bil to prevent the employment of 
engineers by private companies. He was not 
aware, indeed, that the regulations now permit'ed 
it; buthe believed it was formerly practice’, ant to 
some considerable extent. Then there was some 
reason for it, as civil engineers were scarce; but 
now the necessity no longer existed, as they were 
scattered allover the country. Mr. B. said he ender- 
stool from men of tried experience, that an auge 
mentation of the ordnance, topographical and muti- 
tary engineers was necessary. Ile hoped the S-na- 
tor from Kentucky would withdraw the motion to 
recommit, and let him hear what the military gen- 
tlemen in the Senate would suggest. 

Messrs. TIPTON, NICHOLAS, and BENTON 
followed. 

Mr. TIPTON then moved to amend the ninth 
section by striking out “the two assistant quarier- 
master gener: als and the two deputy quarie rmaster 
generals,” provided in that section. 

The motion was taken on this amendment and 
lost—there being 15 forand 16 against i. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, sinee he had made the 
allusion to the circumstance of officers of the army 
being employed by railroad and canal companies, 
he had additional evidence that such had been the 
practice to a great extent, and that officers of the 
army had accumulated large fortunes in the ser- 
vice of these companies, while the business of the 
Government was neglected. *He would, therefore, 
offer the following amendment to the secon! <ec- 
tion of the bill: 

“Provided that no officer of the said corps shall 
be employed in any service, for any State or com- 
pany, for which he shall receive any compensation 
except his pay from the United States ” 

This amendment being concurred in, the Dill 
was further amended, so as to give the President 
the authority to cause two regiments of infantry to 
act as a regiment of riflemen when expedient. 

The bill having been reported as ameni'e4, 
ordered to be engrossed, and reads as follows: 
A BILL to increase the present milttary establish- 

mentof the United States, and for other pur- 

poses. 

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be added to each com- 

pany of artillery of the army of the United States, 
one sergeant major, in lieu of the present first ser- 
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gean', one quartermaster sergeant, two corp orals 
ant fifty-eizht privates; and to each company o! 
faniry, one sergeant major, in lieag of the p> 
first sergeant, one quartermaster sergeant, oue se 
geant, two corporals, and fifty-cight privates; a: 
to each company of dragoens, one sergeant ma; 
in lieu of the present first sergeant, one quarte 
master sergeant, and one saddler, which sad et 
in addition to his clothing and subsistence, shall be 
allowed twenty dollars per month; and there shall be 
added two principal musicians to each regiment o! 
artillery. And the force authorize by this act to 
be added to the present military establishment, an 
the officers herein authorized to be appointed, sha! 
be subject to the laws and regulatioais which now 
govern, or may hereafter govern, the military esta- 
blishment of the United States. 

Sec. 2. Aad be it further eaacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby, av 
thorized to add to the corps of engineers, whenevet 
he may deem it expedient to increase the same, one 
lieutenant colonel, two majors, six 
first and six second lieutenants; 
emoluments of the said corps 
those allowed to the oifice 


j 
‘ 


Captains, six 
nd that the pay ane 
hall be the same ps 
: of Lie regiments of 


dragoons, provid d that no officer of th sail co; 
shall be employe! in any service for an¥ State o1 
company, for which he shall reesive any comp i 


sation, except his pay from the United Stat 
Sec. 3. And be il further enacted, Vira 
of the act passed the twenty-ninth day of Ay 
one thousand eight hundred anJ twe!ve, e 
‘fan act making further provision for the 


i Corps at 
engineers,’ 


X as provi les that one paymaster 
be taken from the subalterns ot cn- 
gineers, be, and the same is hereby, repe aled; and 
that the paymaster, so authorized and prov ided, t 
attached to the pay departmeat, and be, in e 
respect, placed on the footing of other paymaste: 
of the army. 

Sec 4, And be it further enacted, That the e 
of topographical engineers shall be organized an “ 
increased, by regular promotions in the same, 
that the said corp shall cons’st of one colonel, on 
lieutenant colonel, for 
first licutenants, and ten seeoud lieutenants. 

Sec. 5. dnd be it furlier enacted, 
created by said organization, over and above those 
which can be filled by ‘the present corps, shall be 
taken from the army, and from sueh as it may be 
deemed advisable of the civil engine 
under the act of the thirtieth of April, ei 
hundred and twenty foar; that the pay and ein 
ments to the officers of said corps saall be the same 
as are allowed to officers of similar ran’: 
7 of dragoons. 

Sec. 6. dad be tt further enacted, That the 

h 


Sha 
yebadid 


the corps of 


majors, ten captains, ten 


That vacancie 


employed 


2h 


in the 


it 
thori ly to employ Ci vil enginee fs, ihn the act «a 


thirtieth of April, eighteen hundred and twe 
our ,be, and the same is hereby, repealed 
passage of this act. 

Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That the Pre 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is her. 
authorized to appoint so many assistant adjuiar 
general, not exceeding four, with the brevet ran! 
pay, end emoluments of a majer, and not exce 
ing four, with the brevet rank, pay, and emolument 
of a captain of cavalry,as he may deem nece 
and that they shall be. taken from the line of the 
my, and, in atdition to their own, sha!l perform 
the duties of assistant inspectors general, When the 
circumstances of service may rec guire. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the officers 
to be taken from the line and transferred to the stai!, 
under the last preceding section, shall receive on 
the pay and emoluments aitached to ther rank in 
the staff; but their transfer shall be without pr-ju- 
dice to their rank and promotion in the bne, ac- 
cording to their said rank and seniority; whieh pro- 
motion shail take place according to usage, in the 
same manner as if they had not been thas tranes- 
ferred. 

Sec. 9. Aad be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
deat of the United States be, and he is hereby, aw- 
thorized, by and with the advice and eonsent of the 
Senate, to add to the qua@ermasier’s departmeut 
not exceeding two assistant quartermaster generals, 
with the rank of colonel, two deputy quartermaster 
generals, with the rank ‘of lieutenant colonel, and 
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eight assistant quartet®’ asiers, with the rank of 
captain; that the ass°ant quartermasters now in 
ervice shall have the same rank as is provided by 
this act for thor’, hereby authorized; and that the 
pey and em” jgments of the officers of the quarter- 
master’s” onartment shall be the same as are al- 
lowed ‘\ officers of similar rank in the regiments of 
dr? Joons: Provided, That all appointments in the 
‘\yuartermaster’s department shall be made from the 
army, and when officers taken for such appoint- 
ments hold rank in the line, they shall thereupon 
relinquish said rank, and be separated from the 
line of the army; and that promotion in said de- 
partinent shali take place as in regiments and 
cory S. 

Src. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That the quar- 
termaster general be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
from time to time, to employ as many forage-mas- 
ters and wagon-masters as he may deem necessary 











for the service, not exceeding twenty in the 
whole, who shall be entitled to receive each 
forty dollars per month, and three rations 


per day, and forage for one horse; and neither 

{ whom shall be interested or concerned, 
direct!y or indirectly, in any wagon or other means 
ot transport employed by the United States, nor in 
the purchase or sale of any property procured for 
or belonging to the United States, except as an 
agen! for the United States. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That there be 
added to the commissarat of subsistence one 
assistant commissary general of subsistence, with 
the rank, pay and emoluments of a lieutenant co- 
lonel of cavalry, one commissary of subsistence, 
with the rank, pay and emoluments of a quarter- 
master of the army; and three commissaries of 
subsistence, with the rank, pay and emoluments of 
assistant quartermasters. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
stewards of hospitals at posts of more than four 
companies be hereafter allowed the pay, clothing, 
and rations of a sergeant of ordnance; and, at all 
other posts, the pay, clothing, and rations of the 
first sergeant of acompany of infantry. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 

ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, 

authorized to add to the ordnance department, 
whenever he may deem it expedient to increase the 
same, by and with the advice of the Senate, two 
majors, ten first lieutenants, and ten second lieu- 
tenants, and that the pay and emoluments of the 
officers of the said depariment shall be the same as 
those allowed to the officers of the regiments of 
dragoens. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enaeled, That so much 
of the fourth section of the act passed fitth April, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-two, for the orgoniza- 
tion of the ordnance department, as authorizes the 
officers of ordnance to receive the same pay and 
emoluments wow allowed artillery officers, sha!] 
be constrred to include the ten dollais per month 
additional pay to every officer in the actual com- 
mand of a company, as compensation for the du- 
ties and responsibilities with respect to clothing, 
arms, and accoutrements of the cempany, under 
the authority of the second section of the act pas- 
sed second March, cighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, giving further compensation to the captains 
and subalterns of the army of the United States in 
certain cases: Provided, That the officers of the 
ordnance department claiming the compensation 
for such duties and responsibilities, shall hare been 
actualiy in the command of enlisted men of the 
ordnance, and thereby incurred the aforesaid re 
sponsibilities. ' 

Sec. 15. dad be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passage of this act, the army ration, when 
not received in kind, shall be estimated at twenty- 
five cents per ration; and that every commissioned 
officer of the line, or staff, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive one additional ration per diem for every five 
years that he may have served or shall serve in the 
army of the United States; and the paymaster gene- 
ra!, surgeon general, and commissary general of 
purchases, shall each be allowed six rations per 
den, and the ada: Nowed in this 
section. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That from and 


uuonal ration a 


alter the passing of this act, the monthly pay of 
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the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates of the army of the United States, shall be the 
same with that established for the monthly pay cf 
the non-coinmissioned officers, muscians, and pri- 
vaies of the marine corps, by the first section of 
the act entitled ‘An act to improve the condition 
of the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the army and marine corps of the Uni'ed States, 
and to prevent desertion,” approved March se- 
cond, eighteen hundred and thirty-three. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the fifth 
section of the aforesaid last mentioned act shal! be, 
and the same hereby is, repealed; and that the pre- 
miurn to officers for enlisting reciuits, and the boun- 
ty to recruits, shall hereafter be the same as before 
the passage of that act; but the payment of one 
half of the bounty shall be deferred until the re- 
cruit shal! have joined the corps in which he is to 
serve. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the allow- 
ance of sugar and coffee to the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, in lieu of the spirit 
or whiskey component part of the army ration, 
now directed by regulation, shall be fixed at six 
pounds of coffee and twelve pounds of sugar to 
every one hundred rations; to be issued weekly, 
when it can be done with convenience to the pub- 
lic service, and, when not so issued, to be paid for 
in money. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the officers composing the council of 
administration at any post, from time to time, to 
employ such person as they may think proper to 
officiate as chaplain at such post; and the person 
so employed shall, on the certificate of the com- 
manding officer of the post, be paid such sum for 
his services, not exceeding forty dollars per month, 
as may be determined by the said council of ad- 
ininistration, with the approval of the Secretary of 
War; and, in addition to his pay, the said chaplain 
shal! be allowed four rations per diem, with quar- 
ters and fuel. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That the chap- 
lain at the Military Academy shall hereafter be re- 
lieved of the duties of the professorship connected 
with his office by the act of April fourteenth, eigh- 
teen hundred and eighteen; and that, for the per- 
formance of such daties, an additional professor be 
appointed, with the pay and emoluments now al- 
lowed to the professor of mathematics; and, also, 
that an additional professor be appointed to instruct 
in the studies of chemistry, mineralogy, and geolo- 
gy, with the like pay and emoluments. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever suitable non-commissioned officers or privates 
cannot be procured from the line of the army to 
serve as paymasters’ clerks, paymasters be, and 
hereby are, authorized and empowered to employ 
citizens to perform that duty, at salaries not to ex- 
ceed five hundred dollars per annum, each. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, Vhat all let- 
ters and packages on public business, to and from 
the commanding general, the chief engineer, the 
colone! of ordnance, the surgeon general, and the 
head of the topographical corps, shall be free from 


postage. 


Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, when- 
everhe may deem the same expedient, to cause 


not exceeding two regiments of infantry to be arm- 
ed and equipped and to serve as a regiment of rifle- 
men, and one other of the regiments of infantry to 
be armed and equipped and to serve as a regiment 
of light infantry. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

After an executive session, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuerspay, January 25, 1838. 
Mr. SMETH made an ineffectual attempt to in- 
he House to take up sundry bills from the 
Senate, on the Speaker’s table, for reference to 
their appropriate committees, ° 
CLAIMS ON DENMARK. 
“he first business in order was the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported on the 12th 
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inst. from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
which was under consideration on Saturday last: 

Resolved, That the President of the United State. 
be requested (if, in his opinion, not inconsisten; 
with the public interest) to consider the propriety 
of entering into negotiations with the Court of Den- 
mark forthe purpose of obtaining therefrom a just 
and equitable indemnification for the value of three 
prizes sent by John Paul Jones, in one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-nine, into Bergen, j: 
Norway, and which were there delivered up by thy 
Crown of Denmark to the English, viz: the letter. 
of-marque ships Union, of London, and Betsey, of 
Liverpoll, and the brigantine Charming Polly. 

The resolution was then concurred in. 

Reports from Committees were then called for. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. HOWARD reported Senate bill, with 
amendments, amendatory of the act of 1818, for 
the punishment of certain crimes, which was post- 
poned tll to-morrow. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relies’ o| 
Soloman Pruett. 

Mr. FRY reported the following, viz : 

A bill granting a pension to James J. Coffin, ot 
Massachusetts. 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Mitchell, 
of Maine. 

A bill granting a pension to John Jost, of New 
York. 

A bill granting a pension to Jacob Erb, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. BOND reported a bill to enlarge the provi- 
sions of the act entitled an act granting half pay to 
widows and orphans whose fathers have died ot 
wounds received in the military service of the Uni- 
ted States in certain cases, and for other pur 
poses. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James B. Rice. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut reported 
bill in favor of Lewis Hatch. 

Mr. CHILDS reported a bill for the relies 
Sarah Pemberton. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Philip Hartman. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. TAYLOR reported a bill for the relief o 
Eliza Causin, daughter and heir of Col. John 
Stone, deceased. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph W. Knipe. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont reported a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Salmonds. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a bill for the relief of 
John Casey. 

Mr. STANLY reported a bill for the relief of 
Ann Ross, 

ROADS AND CANALS. 

Mr. GRANT of New York reported a bill to 
provide for the construction of a ship canal round 
the Falls of Niagara. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. WISE, from the Select Committee on 


amending the Constitution of the United States, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. [Mr. W. remarked that 
the resolution had received the unanimous sane- 
tion of the committee. ] 

“The select committee appointed under the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, January 
1], 1838, to inguire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution of the United States as 
to prohibit the appointment of members of Con- 


| gress to Executive offices during the time for which 


they are elected Senators or Representatives, and 
the time of two years thereafter, beg leave to report 
the following joint resolution: 

“Resolved by the Senate and Flouse of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, two-thicds of both houses concurring, 
That the following amendment to the Constitution 
be proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States; which, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three-fourths of the States, shall be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution of 
the United States, to wit: 

“No Senator or Representative shall be nomi- 
nated or appointed by the President to any office 
during the time such Senator or Representatives 


— 
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shall serve in the Congress of the United States, 
and for two years thereafter.” 
PENSION AGENCY AT TUSCALOOSA 

Mr. LAWLER, from the select committee on 
this subject, reported a biil to provide for paying 
certain pensions at Tuscaloosa, in the State of Ala- 
bama; which was read twice, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. RENCHER reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel M’Comb. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill pro- 
viding for paying three companies of militia in the 
State of Indiana, called into the service of the 
United States. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the Louisville Sa- 
vings Institution. 

Also, Senate bili for the relief of Thomas A. 
Smith, with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. CHAMBERS reported a_ bill for the relief 
of Adam Smith. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. SMITH reported a bill to define the num- 
ber, compensation, and duties of officers of the 
customs. 

DISTRICT OF Ci 

Mr. BOULDIN reported Senate bill, 
amendinent, to restram the circulation 
notes in the District ef Columbia, at 
purposes, 

Mr JENIFER said he had given notice to the 
commitiee that he should offer some amendments 
to this bill, one which he regarded as of more im- 
portance to the interests of the District than any 
other measure that would be brought forward this 
session; and he therefore moved that this amend- 
ments be printed, and that the bill be made the 
special order for Tuesday week. 

Mr. BOULDIN preterred the usual course, to 


LUMBIA, 

without 
of small 
nd for other 


‘commit the bill toa Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union. 

Mr. JENIFER ther waived his motion for the spe- 
cial order, and the bill and proposed amendments 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill authorizing the 
officers and managers of the Washington Monu- 
menial Society to erect a monument to the memofy 
of George W ashington on the public mall; which 
was read twice, and crdered to a third reading to- 
morrow. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia reported a bill to 
restore the jurisdiction of the United States district 
court in the northern district of Alabama. 

Also, a resolution declaring it inexpedient to 
establish a district court at Tuscaloosa, in the 
State of Alabama ; which was concurred in. 

REVOLUTIONANY CLAIMS. 

Mr. MUELLENBERG reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Richard Shute. 

Mr. HARPER reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Isaac Honeywell. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD reported a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Mande- 
ville, deceased. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, for the relief of James Witheral!. 

Also Senate bill, with an amendment, for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John Jordon, 
deceased, Jate captain in the continental line of 
artillery officers. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported the following resolu- 
ton, Which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill to repeal or limit the ruirp sec- 
TION Of the act approved the 2d of March, 1829, 
entitled ‘An act confirming the reports of the Re- 
gister and Receiver of the Land Otlice for the Dis- 
trict of Saint Stephens, in the State of Alabama, 
and for other purposes.” 

The CHAIR then announced the special order, 
being the consideration of the case of the 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

Mr. BRONSON had heretofore moved the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That Messrs. 8. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 





| addressed to his friend, the Hon. J. W. 


| as the letter requested that the petitions 


, for himself, 
| therefore handed the petitions 





are not entitled to their seats in the Flonse as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bert, who had moved to amend by stmking 
out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting as 
follews: “That the resolution of this Honse of the 
3d of October last, declaring that Samcr. J. Guot- 
son and Joun F. H. Cra:porne 
members of the 25th Congress, 
out a knowledge of 


were duly elected 
Was agreed to with- 
all the facts which were mate- 


rial to a correct decision of the question presented, 
and the same is hereby rescinded.” 
Resolved further, Tinat Messts. Prentiss 2nd 


Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, frem the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 
Mr. FOSTER concluded his remarks in support 
of the sitting member, and was followed on the 
same side by Mr. PENNYBACKER; who, after 
speaking for some time, gave way to a metion to 


adjourn. 
Sundry bills from the Senate, lying on the 
Speaker's t table, were, on motion of Mr. SMITH, 


taken up, read twice, and referred to the apy propri- 
ate standing committees. 
Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, at the re 


said, of one of the members from Alaban 


} 
liliatl i 


‘anest, he 
ved 


a reconsideration of the vote by which the adverse 
report for the establishment of a d ! court of 
the United States at Tuscaloosa had been « 


red in; vhich was agreed to. 
On motion, 
The House adgburned, 





IN SEN ATE, 
Tuurspay, January 25, 1833. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
McLeran, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Louisiana, remonstrating against the 
confirmation of a claim to land called the Hou- 
mas claim; referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of T'somas 
Griffin, heir at law of Corbin Griffin, praying for 
bounty land: Referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr. 'TiPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Miami county, Indiana, praying for the 
passage of a pre-emption law: 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two peti ions 
from the merchants of Philadelphia, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the compleuon of 
the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Aflairs. 

Mr. ALLEN presented two petitions, one asking 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, and signed by thirteen ladies of Garrettsville, 
in Portage county, Ohio; the other, against the an- 
nexation of Texas, and signed by filieen citizens 


referred to the Com- 


| and fifteen ladies of the same place. 


Mr. A. said, that these petitions came in a letter 
ALLEN, of 
the House of Representatives, from Ohio; but that, 
should be 
presented in the Senate, his friend of the other 
House had supposed that the letter vas intended 
(Mr. ALLEN of the Senate,) and had 
him, with a re- 
quest that he would present them in the Senate. 
The petition relative to Texas was then laid up- 
on the table, and the motion to receive the other 


| petition was also laid upon the table. 


Mr. ALLEN also presented a memorial signed 
by sundry citizens of the county of Belmont, in 
the State of Ohio, and remarked, that this memo- 
rial comprehended three several subjects arising out 
of the unquiet state of our relations with the Go. 
vernments of Great Britain and Mexico. He said 
that the memorialists, after, in the first place, stat- 
ing the circumstances attending the destruction of 
the steamboat Caroline and the murder of our citi- 
zens within the American. jurisdiction, by a body 
of English snbjects, acting under the authority of 
British commissioners, pray that our Government 
may accept of no atonement for this outrage from 
the British Government, short of a surrender to 
vur tribunals of the guilty persons, to be tried and 
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punished according to the forms of our law The 
memorialists then proceed to express their hop : 
that ne law may be passed, an tat 


by our Government, to 


{nomea 


train eur citizei ii 


interpesing, as individuals, in behalf of the | 
ots of Canada; and that if any such law exists, 


may be repealed. A statementis then given, | 
the memorialists, of what they are informed ai 
suppose to be the conduct of the British Govern- 
mentin reference to the subsisting relations between 
this country and Mexico; and they ask that on 
Government inay take such measures in this mat- 
ter, ss may be necessary to sustain the rights, t 
honor and the dignity of this nation. 

I shail, sir, (said Mr. A.) submit a remark or 
two upon but one of the subjects embraced in this 
memoria!—that of the destruction of the Caroline, 
and the slaughter of our citizens on board. [t ts 
due to ourselves to arrest the impression sought to 
be made upon the judgment of the world, that this 
outrage is justified, as an act of retaliation, fou 
like offences charged to have been previously com- 
mitted by our citizens within the Pritish 1 
of Canada. The facts authorize 1 
sion. Whatever may have been 
some of our citizens in yiel 
sympathies for the patriot 
our country ite 
we are ihn luese 
than sinnirg.” 

Ifa few of our citizens, thoughtless of the dan 
to which their conduct might expose the neu'r: 
of their country, have interposed in the afl 
Canada, they have done so as individuals, oo 
man upon his own responsibility, without the sa 
tion of our law, or the authority of our Gover 
ment. If they have voluntarily withdrawn from 
theirown country, and placed themselves within th 
jurisdiction of the British empire, they stand ¢\- 
posed to the penalties of the British law, tor 
infraction of its provisions, not as citizens o 

United States, but as individuals found there, 
out regard to the fact of their citizenship in any 
particular country. As individuals acting seve- 
rally beyond the limits and without the authority of 
this Government, this Government is bot responsi 
ble for their acts. Gove rome nt can act Hpon indi- 
viduals no longer than whilst they are within it 
jurisdiction, or employed in its agencies abroad, 

In anticipation of these movemen's of our « 
z:ns, Whilst yet within our iimits, our Government 
has taken every precautionary measure exacte! 
the most rigid obl gations of neutrality. Bri, 
the other hand, how’ stands the 
tion of the Caroline, and the murder of our people? 
Was that the act of individuals? No: it was ther 
sult of an organized authoritative movermne 
movement in obedience to the orders of a Bris 
Colonel; executed, in persoa, by a Captain of uy 
Royal Navy, with her Majesty’s commission inh 
pocket. It was a public act, in violation of ne 
trality, in violation of the public law of the 
ed world; it was the act of a Government, a 
will so stand through af! time, if not expressly ¢ 
owned and amply a.oned for by the primary G 
vernment of England. It is to be ho edd’ Wl at 
will be sc disowned, and that atonement m 
which justice to an injured nation requires, 

As matiers now stand, the same justice require 

us not to anticipate the possibility that the prescn 
incumbent of the British throne cou " so 
he incipient glories of a virgin reig as to sanction 
midnight assassination, comm: hed coud the sleep- 
ing citizens of a friendly power, under the colo: 
a British commission. But, in any event, T dealt 
not, that the American Executive ‘wil! take sucu 
measures in relation to this important subject. as 
will best comport with the interests, exact atone- 
rent for the wrongs, maintain rights, and 
guard the honor, of the R epubli c. ; 

Mr. A. theo moved that the memoria! be refer- 
red to the Committee on, Foreign Relations; which 
was done accordingly. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of a numbe 
of publishers of Hartford, Connectient, remon: strat. 

ing against the passage of an international copy 
right law: referred to the Committee on Patents. 

“Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of 
Seward Porter and others, praying for a beacon 
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light at St. George's Bank: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Comunerce. 

Mr. WRIGHIT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported with amendments, the bill from the House, 
to secure the payment of certain commissions on 
duty bonds. : 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the petition of 
Jacob Brown, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committe on Pensions, 
made an unfavorable repo ‘t on the petition of Ga- 
briel VanHlorn; also repo-ted without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of James Steele. 

The following resolutions were severally submit- 
ted: 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of compen- 
sating Jesse Wadden and others, members of cap- 
tain Pierre Audrei’s company of mounted rangers, 
in the years 1813 ana 1814. 

By Mr. NORVELL: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of granting to the State 
of Michigan five hundred thousand acres of land 
for the purpose of internal improvements: adopted. 

3y Mr. RUGGLES: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of Treasury com- 
mnnicate to the Senate the representations made to 
him relative to the light-houses of the United States 
by the Messrs. Blunt of New York; and also the 
reportto him of the Commissioner of the Revenue 
thereon: adopted. 

By Mr. YOUNG: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the Senate with as little de- 
lay as practicable, a copy of the recent report and 
survey of Lieut. Lee of the Engineers, in relation 
to the removal of the obstructions in the channel of 
the Misissippi river at the Rock river and Des 
Moines Rapids, with appropriate drawings of the 
river at those points, indicating the course of the 
channel and the obstructions to be removed, with 
estimates of the expenses necessary to accomplish 
said object: adopted. 

Resolved, That the Committee, on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry or delivery as may appear 
most proper and necessary at the cities of Chicago 
and Alton, in the State of Ilmois: adopted. 

By Mr. ALLEN : 

Reso'ved, That the Commiitee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the existing laws asto admit to tae rights 
of citizenship, without further delay, such men of 
foreign birth as may have faithfully served a full 
term of enlistment in the army of the United 
States, upon their taking the usual oath: adopted. 

sy Mr. ROBBINS: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to furnish to each member of the Senate 
one copy of the documents on the subject of the 
public lands, directed to be compiled and printed 
by the resolutions of the Senate of the 26th Febru- 
ary, 1833, and 3d January, 1834. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to furuish to such members of the Senate 
as have not received the same under former reso- 
lutious or orders, a copy of the American State 
Papers printed by Gales and Seaton. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to inform the Senate what amount of money has 
been expended on the improvement of the Missouri 
river. 

Mr. KING, from the Commitiee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the resolution of the Senate 
on the subject, reported a bill to establish a port of 
entry at Vicksburg, Mississippi; which was read 
and ordered t» a second reading. 

The resvlution submitted yesterday by Mr. Cray 
of Alabama, on the subject of a survey of the 
Tennessee river, with a vrew to the removal of the 
obstructions in the sain 
adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Finance unfa- 
vorable to the petiuon of S. Morris Waln and 
others, was considered and concurred in. 
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The following bills were severally read the third 
time, and passed: 

The bill to authorize the Commissioner of the 
Patent Office to issue a patent to James Smith; and 

The bill to increase the present military esta- 
blishment of the United States. 

The following bills from the House were seve- 
rally read twice, and referred: 

The bill making appropriations for the protec- 
tion of the Northern frontier of the United States; 
and 

The bill making a partial appropriation for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for the year 1837. 
PRE-EMPTIONS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

The bill granting the right of pre-emption to 
actual settlers on the public lands, came up as the 
order of the day. 

Mr. WALKER arose, and explained at great 
length the merits of the bill, going into a critical 
examination of the bearings of its provisions upon 
the actual settler, and the happy influence it would 
have in enhancing the value of the unsold lands of 
the country. By the bill, in its present shape, Mr. 
W. contended that no frauds on float exemptions 
could take place. It excluded all grants, and sim- 
ply confined the setiler to the space he occupied, 
giving him preference in the purchase, at the Go- 
vernment price, over the speculator. It pre- 
vented bim from interfering with the sites reserved 
for town lots, or lands reserved for purposes 
of education or internal improvement by the 
States, under the law of the United States. 
It was, therefore, not so broad in its provisions ‘as 
to extend to the Pacific!” but limited in its nature 
confining the settler to States and organized Territo- 
ries, where the Indian title was extinguished. The 
simple operation of the bill was merely to give the 
hardy and adventurous pioneer of the West a pre- 
ference over the greedy speculator, and what inju- 
ry could accrue to the Government from such a 
proceeding? ‘That settler who left the comforts of 
civilization to seek a new home, reclaiming the 
Jands from their rude state, subduing the forest and 
building his cabin in the before untrodden wilds of 
the wilderness, was surely entitled to such a_pre- 
ference; and unless it could be shown that some 
great loss would accrue to the Government, from 
the establishment of the pre-emption principle, the 
Senate must be convinced that the preference ought 
to be given to the pre-emptionists. Mr. W. here 
read a statement showing that of all the immense 
amount of public land thrown into the market, the 
price was not affected more than two cents an acre 
on the average by pre-emption rights; and that so 
far from these pre-emptionists being an injury to 
the public property, they gave an increased value 
to it. It was population in the immediate neigh- 
borhood that gave value to the public lands, which 
otherwise would bring litte or nothing, however 
fertile; because destitute of settlers, But suppose 
the Government could get two cents more from the 
speculator, should the honest and hardy cultivator 
be driven from his property that he had toiled so 
hard to secure?) He would like to take the Senator 
from Kentucky through the new States, and show 
him the worthy and enterprising citizens from the 
North and South, applying at the Register’s office to 
buy in their farms, and that cold and heariless specu- 
lator trying to overbid him, he would then have his 
elogueat and powerful support in favor of the 
measure, instead of his present opposition to it. 
We have been told, said Mr. W. of the many 
frauds that eccur under the system, but he had 
yet to have them authenticated before he lent 
acredalousear. But suppose a fraud bad occur- 


red, was that to prevent the passage of the law? If 


we legislate on such a principle, we might as 
well blot out the statute book. Where was it that 
frauds had not taken place? Look tothe revenue. 
As well might we say that we would repeal the 
tariff, because frauds have occurred at the custom- 
house. He, Mr. W. would undertake to say that 
where one fraud had occurred under the pre-emp- 
tion laws, that a hundred had taken place in avoid- 
ing the payment of duties. Pre-empticn affidavits 
had not yet become proverbial, like eustom-house 

Where one fraud had occurred under the 
laws of pre-emption, hundreds would take place 
in th® absence of it. Speculators had in fact tra- 
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versed the country, making memoranda ef the 
farms, and presenting themselves to the settlers, 
extorted money from them, by telling them that 
unless they paid so much, they (the speculators,) 
would bid against them at the land sales. — [n thi: 
vay thousands upon thousands of dollars had beep 
filched from the poor. From 1807 to thy presee: 
time, pre-emption laws have been passed, giving 
a preference in purchase to the actual settler, and 
should we abandon thesystem now, because we are 
told they will go on for ever asking the passage 
of the same laws. Yes, said Mr. W. God grant 
they may go on adding to this glorious Raprtblic 
State after State, until we have one long line o} 
States to the Pacific. Who helped to give to 
the Union, Indiana, Illinois, and others, uy 
these same actual seitlers. Yes, this meritoriou 
and excellent class aided materially in addine 
these new stars to our national flag. Mr. W. 
thought it mournful to see the change of fecline 
that has come over Congress in relation to {hj 
pre-emption law. Once it was the favored ehiid 
of the Repnblic, and was a principle incorporated 
with the Government as far back as it could be 
traced. Why change the systen now? Had the 
cultivator become less useful or less meritorious? 
He appealed to every Senator to say whether there 
was not a sense of justice within him compelling 
him to vote to extend this privilege to so useful a 
class of citizens, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky inquired whether there 
was any statement showing the amount above the 
minimum price for which lands had been sold at 
the public sales?’ If he understood it, the average 
price had been taken by mixing up together all the 
land sold, both at public and private sale, 

Mr. WALKER did not know whether the dis. 
crimination alluded to by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky had been made, but he was prepared to sho 
that the average was what he had stated. 

Mr. WHITE moved the following as an amend- 
ment: 

‘“* Provided always, that this act shall not be so 
constrnedas to give right of pre-emption to any per 
son or persons in consequence of any settlement 
or improvement made before the extinguishment 0! 
the Indian title to the land on which snch settlemen! 
or impwevement was made. 

Mr. WHITE said that the object of his amend- 
ment was to give to every man who was an actua 
settler on the public lands on the first of Decembei 
last, a pre-emption, provided the Indian ttle was 
extinguished at the time he made the settlement. 
If the pre-emption law was so extended as to give 
its benefits to those who have, in violation of trea- 
ties, settled on the Indian lands, it would operate 
to encourage persons to do so in future. Ii would 
be in vain for us to think that we can keep peace 
with the Indians, if we establish the principle that 
the man who intrudes on their lands shall be re- 
warded with a pre-emption as soon as a treaty | 
made for his contempt of the laws and violation 
of their rights. We have information (said Mi 
W.) that there are thousands of persons now in the 
Indian country, every man of whom will be enti- 
tled to a pre-emption under the bill as it is, pro- 
vided treaties are held and the Indian titles extin- 
guished this winter. 

Mr. WALKER replied that the language of the 
bill excluded the cases cited by the Senator from 
Tennessee. Mr. W. read extracts from the bi!l, 
showing that the Indian title must have been @x- 
tinguished before any individual can avail himsei! 
of any of its provisions. In addition to this, be 
said the bil! contained the following proviso: “The 
provisions of this act shall not extend to any Jands 
to which the Indian title has not been extinguish- 
ed.” Pre-emptions would not, therefore, be gran'- 
ed to lands to which the Indian title may be extin- 
guished by treaties that may be held this winter. 
He could not thiak, therefore, that the bill would 
embrace the cases cited by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama opposed the amenc- 
ment, as it would interfere with the righis of many 
of bis constituents whom he wished to have @e be- 
nefits of the bill, and who settled in the Indian 
country in Alabama with the consent of the Indian 
proprietors, and without any injury to the United 
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States. Mr. C. was as much opposed as any man, 
to any violation of the rights of the Indians or of 
the United States; and would go for the amendment 
with a proper modification. He would, therefore, 
before the question on the amendment was taken, 
submit an amendment to the teat of the bill, which 
he hoped would be acceptable to the Senator from 
Tennessee, and would obviate the necessity of 
his amendment. Mr. C. then moved to amend 
the bill by inserting a proviso that it shail not apply 
to any lands to which the Indian title has not been 
extinguished six months. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he rose 'o thank 
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Wuire) for the 
suggestions thrown ont, and embraced by the 
amendment offered ; and they were the more gra- 
tifying, coming, as they did, from so distinguished 
a source as the head of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. The object of the amendment (if he un- 
derstood it correctly) was to secure frora intrusion 
lands not settled by treaty. 

He (Mr. C.) would ask the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi what became of his argument in favor of 
the bill, if the amendment suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama prevailed?) The Senater from 
Mississippi says that his bill precludes from pre- 
emption all those who have settled on the public 
lands prior to the extinction of the Indian title ‘ 
while the other seeks to include those in the rights 
who had settled there in anticipation of such an 
event, by invitation from the Indians themselves— 
a bargain made with Indians in anticipation of the 
surrender. If such a system were to prevail, 
where would it stop? Who was there that did not 
anticipate the extinction, in process of time, of the 
Indian title to the whole wide range of land to the 
Pacific itself? He hoped that all trespasses on the 
public land, or Indian Jands, would be prevented. 
These pre-emptions were mere struggles to get pos- 
session of the public domain, and had ever a ten- 
dency to violate the rights of the Indians. Let us, 
at least, (said Mr. C.) if we cannot protect the 
public property from lawless intrusion, endeavor to 
protect the poor Indians, whose rights we were so 
solemnly pledged to shield from aggression. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was as much 
opposed to the violation of treaties, or of Indian 
rights, as the Senator from Kentucky, or any other 
man, and would be the last man to give any sanc- 
tion to it. But he denied that in the case of the 
Alabama settlers any injury had been done to the 
Indians or the Government. He was under the 
impression that individuals had been permitted, 
under the aftthority of the officers of Government, 
to occupy the improvements they purchased from 
the Indians. 

Mr. NILES made a few observations in favor of 
the amendment of the Senator from Tenmessee, and 
condemnatory of the practice of intruding on the 
lands of the Indians. 

Mr. KING of Alabama defended the officers of 
Government (certifying agents, &c.) from the im- 
plications of the Senator from Tennessee. He had 
taken great pains to inform himself, and he was 
satisfied that, with one exception only, a more 
faithful, vigilant, and efficient set of officers never 
were in the public service. One of the certifying 
agents had been dismissed for improper conduct, 
and the certifying of another had been set aside *on 
the ground that he had been imposed on by persons 
bribing Indians not entitled, to personate those who 
were entitled, to reservations. He was sorry that 
his friend from Tennessee had thought proper to 
make such sweeping denunciations, as he was satis- 
fied that the officers were vigilant, faithful, and ef- 
ficient. While up he would take occasion to say 
that, in general, it was a very good rule that an in- 
dividual should not get a pre-emption in conse- 
quence of his having encroached on the Indian 
lands. But if they adhered strictly to that rule in 
a pre-emption law, many an individual, whose 
claim was meritorious, would be excluded. 

Mr. WHITE said that these frauds were spoken 
of by an agent of the Government. He hoped they 
were not so numerous as had been represented. 
He would be glad to exempt the persons by naine 
from participation in any suchdee ls. That frauds 
have been committed, of a most gross and sicken- 
ing nature, there could be no doubt. Not only had 





they induced one poor Indian to personate another 
Indian in the purchase of these reservations, but 
had taken the lands, in many instances, for the pal- 
try sum of ten dollars; and even that was taken 
from them when they left the certifying office. He 
believed it before, and still believed it, that these 
frauds were on a much larger scale than was gene- 
rally supposed. In the first instance, one set of 
agents had been sent to certify, and then another to 
examine the certificates; and last, a board of com- 
missiqners had been appointed, that had alreayd 
been in session some two or three years, without 
giving us any thing authentic; and when they 
would, God only knew. He had said, and still 
maintained, that the main cause of our disturbances 
grew out of the corrupt practices of the agenis that 
had been sent among these people, and were not 
owing to the reservations, as had been aflirmed. It 
was always painful to him to advert to such things, 
and he would not voluntarily have introduced the to- 
pic. His remarks had grown out of the observations 
of the Senator from Alabama,(Mr.Clay,) on the ques- 
tion whether the amendment ought to provide that 
no man should have a pre-emption right who had 
settled on Jands prior to the time the Indian title 
had been extinguished. He thought it became the 


Senate especially to set its face against the viola- -° 


tion of any treaty or stipulation with the Indians. 

Mr. TIPTON said that he should vote for the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Tenues- 
see, (Mr. White,) prohibiting the granting of pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands, who 
had settled and made improvements on lands owned 
by the Indians. He thought we owed it to our 
own reputation, as well as to the solemn obligation 
of our treaties with these people, to protect the 
rights of the Indians; and those who entered 
and made improvements on their lands, had no 
right to expect a pre-emption, even if those lands 
have since been purchased from the Indians. 

Sir, (said Mr. T.) I cannot vote for the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
(Mr. Cray,) prohibiting pre-emptions on Jands that 
were not purchased from the Indians more than 
six months before the first of December last; and it 
is proper that I should state my reasons for this 
vote. They are these: in 1834 a treaty was nego- 
tiated with the Miami Indians in Indiana, by which 
they ceded a portion of the most valuable lands in 
that State, situated on the line of our canal, near 
to our flourishing villages; but the President 
of the United States refused his sanction to 
that treaty at thattime. He placed it in the hands of 
a commissioner, with instructions to obtain the con- 
sent of the Indians to the modifications. It has been 
modified ; and the Senate will recollect that this 
treaty was ratified at the late extra session of the 
Senate in October last. He had read and pre- 
sented to the Senate petitious from citizens of 
Miami county, Indiana, asking Congress to pass 
a pre-emption law. He did not pretend to say that 
these petitioners were entitled to pre-emption, or 
that Congress should permit pre-emption on 
these valuable lands; but he conld not vote 
to prevent his own constituents, his own neighbors, 
from the benefits extended to others. The State 
would probably ask Congress to grant her all these 
lands at $1 25 per acre, to eid her in constructing 
her public works. He was in favor of giving the 
State those lands on the terms he had indicated; 
but he could not vote to take away the supposed 
right of the persons referred to, though he did not 
believe their case a very strong one. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, while he was en- 
deavoring to defend one right, he was not aware 
that he would be trenching upon others, he would 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana expressed his regret 
that the amendment should have been wiihdrawn, 
and he should feel compelled to renew the motion. 
He had a high respect for the feelings which 
actuated his colleague in relation to these settlers, 
many of whom were also his (Mr. S's) friends; but 
he was impelled by a higher consideration, to wit: 
the duty he owed his State. Mr. S. here went 
into a long explanation in relation to these lands; 
the best, he said, in any country, and had been set 
apart to aid the State in her internal improve- 
ments. These lands were not frontier lands, but 








situated in the middle of the State, and had been 
Maken possession of by those families with the full 
knewledge of all the facts in relation to them; and 
hence they could not expect to have a pre-emption 
right. 

Mr. TIPTON said that he regretted to differ from 
his colleague, but he could not vote for the motion, 
for the reasons before stated. If he can vote to 
disfranchise our own constituents, he must not ex- 
pect me io go with him. He had supported the 
internal improvements in which the State they re- 
presented was embarked. He weuld do every 
thing in his power to obtain the grant to the State ; 
but a regard should be had to individual justice 
He cid not believe that pre-emption rights could 
reston the late purchase from the Miami tribe ot 
Indians. 

Ife had a 


western 


tellow 
woods, 


feeling for settlers in the 
Ile had spent all his lite with 
them, knew well what they suffered in. penetrating 
the forest, felling the timber, and breaking the soil 
to raise bread for their families. They make roads, 
build mills, extend civilization. They do more 
they repulse the enemy, and defend the soil; and 
he could give no vote to withhold justice from thi 
meritorious class of people. He was in no way 
interested, directly or indirectly, in pre-emption 
claims. [Le would go as far as his colleague to 
obtain aid to the State, and thought it could be 
done without prejudicing their own constituent 
who are asking Congress to pass a pre-emption 
law. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky here submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which, by general consent, wa 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the qnantity 
of all the public lands which has been sold at pub 
lic sale, the aggregate amount of the purchas: 
money, and the average price of each acre so soli 
distinguishing between the sales made prior and 
subsequent to the introduction of the rale of cash 
sales. 

Mr. C. now moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER hoped not, and asked the yeas 
and nays: the question-on adjournment was de- 
cided in the negative, by a vote of 25 to 21, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Morriss, Prentiss, Roan, Rob- 
bins, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton 
Webster, and Williams—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
vecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Walker, White, 
Wright and Young—5. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky called the attention o! 
the Senate to the amendment. One of the Sena- 
tors from Indiana was in favor of the lands going to 
the poor man, while the other was for claiming them 
forthe poor State. In this vote he would go for 
the whole State, rather than the few individuals in 
violation of what was deemed right. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Smrru’s 
amendment, and lost by a vote of 28 to 18, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Prentiss, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, and Tall- 
madge—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbar4, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

Mr. SMITH then moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wuirr, by inserting after it the 
words, “‘nor to any land on which the Indian title 
had not been extinguished six months prior to the 
first day of December last.” 

Oa this question the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and there appeared for it 13, against it 29, @s fo'- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Alabama, Ciay 
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of Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, King, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Rug- 
gies, Smith of Indiana, S nence, Swit 
and Tallmadge.—18. 

NAYS—Measrs. Allen, Benton, 
nan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 4 ton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Ly: orris, Mc 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane ahaa vier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tipton, Walker, 
White, Williams, Wright, and Young—29. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting after the word before, the words “the date 
of any treaty by which”—the effect of which was 
to include pre-emptions where the land was settled 
before the date of the treaty extinguishing the In- 
dian title. This amendment was lost without a di- 
vision. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. WHITE, which was also taken by yeas and 
nays, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 36, 
nays 10, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn,Clay of Ky. Clayton, Crittenden,Cuthbert, Da- 
vis, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Me 
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3uch i> 


7 
brown”, 
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Kean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 
Pierce, Prentiss. Roane. Robbins, Ruggle , eevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 


Spence, Stran; , Swift, Tallmadge, Tiptor \V} 


and William 36. 
NAYS—-Mes Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Pulton, King, Lyon, Norvell, Robinson, Walker, 


Wright and Young—10. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES, 
Frinpay, January 26, 183s. 

The first business in order was the motion of Mr. 
GARLAND of Virginia, isider the a 
report on the establishment of a distri t court of tl 
United States, at Tuscalocsa, Alabama. ‘The re- 
port was reconsidered, and 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

The subject was committed to the Commitiee on the 
intimating that his desire was to 
r point for the consideration of the 


lo re 


name some othe 
Committee. 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a_ bill for the relief of 
Joseph Stafford and the other heirs at law of 
Joseph Stafford revo] New 
Hampshire. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 

Mr. RAIRDEN asked Jeave 
ing resolution, which was read. 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk be directed 
such members of the present House or Represen- 
tatives as have not received the same under former 
orders with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this Mouse, being such 
as have been supplied to members of the last and 
preceding Congress, viz: 

The Diplomatic Correspondence, ‘The Documen- 
tary History of the Revolution, The Land Laws 
American State Papers, Register of Debates, Con- 
tested Elections, and Commercial Regulations, 
Elliott’s Debates, and Elliott's Diplomatic Code— 

But wothing hercin contained shall be construed 
to authorize the reprinting of either of the above 
works. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. R. moved a sus 
was agreed to—yeas 129, nays 

Mr. CUSHMAN ealled for the 
on agreeing to the resolution, which were ordered. 

Mr. HAYNES thought that some 
had never been furnished to old 1 

Mr. McK AY would be glad to know from the 
gentleman who offered this resolution, it Were was 


of the tionary line ol 


to offer the lolow- 


to furnish 


pension of the rule, which 
not counted. 


yeas and nays 


} - 
o} ihe SC DOOKS 


*mi ers 





not a proviso attrched to the bill making appro- 
pr ns for the contingent expenses, expressly 
t 
, } ' 
tins any fv tiol t tu to be 
ovals y 
tif are { bed i ’ 
the House. If that be the case, t was 
, - 9 } ‘ 1 } 
notin orcer, because it woud be heeessaiy to 


make a new appropriation, which must be consi- 
dered in Committee of the Wiole. 
In reference tothe merits of the resolution, he 


said it Was a practice which, if not puta 
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for there would always be new members, and they 


would claim copies of all 


would form an indefinite claim upon the Treasury, | 
the books ever given to | 
' 


members of cld Congresse He was not P 


somewhere about about forty or 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. BRIGGS understanding that it had never 
been given to members before, moved to strike out 
“Filiotv’s Diplomatic Code.’ 

Mr. RARIDEN only desired to include the 
books given heretofore to the old member: 

Mr. EVERETT thought that book had ! b yeen one 
of the number. 

Mr. McKAY adverted to the Documentary His- 
tory asrepresented to have been supplied to former 
the ¢ 


supposed fifty 


same 


members, which was not case, for not a single 


copy had been furnished to them. 
therefore, stated whet, 
true. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that, if the re- 


solution embraced the same. books heretofo ire order- 
ed, it was not material whether the book: 
received or not. 


* had heen 


The resolution 

in point of fact, was not 

It was but right and fair that the | 
i 
' 


new members should be placed on the same foot- 
ing asthe old. IJfit was proper for the nation to 
furnish books to its legislators, it was only right 
that all shonld be furnished equally; an’ if there 
was any difference, it should bein favor of the 
new members, who might be supposed to be more | 


in want of them than the old. 

Mr. BRIGGS, understanding that the “Diploma- 
tic Code” was included in the former resolution, 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. RARIDEN sent to the Clerk’s table a reso- 
lution including that work, but, on referring to the 
proceedings of the House upon it, it appears to 
have laid on the table. 


Mr. PRIGGS therefore renewed his amend- 
ment. 
Mr. BRONSON, in reply to Mr. McKAY, re- 


marked that the contingent appropriation bill had 
not been passed, and therefore they were not tied 
up by the proviso alluded to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG apprehended his colleague 
was mistaken if he thought the proviso would not 
be passed by the Hfouse, unless the present Con- 
gress differed ver: ntially in opinion from the 
two former Congresses. It ha id ~=been inva- 
riably introduced into each bill for the last 
four years, and was des igned to correct what 
considered a ving abuse, of paying 
matters entirely foreign to it out of the contingent 
fund. The same proviso was in the bill reported 
this session, and he believed would be again sanc- 
tioned by the FH Whether the books were 
purchased or not, he cid hope that appropriations 
of this character would not be charged upon the 
contingent fund of the House, by which it had 
heen enormously increasing, from year to year, by 
the action of the House itself. If this appropriation 
were made, let it be done by law in the usual way. 

Mr. BOND expresse dt his surprise that the House 
should suspend its rales, and set aside all its busi- 
ness, for the purpose of consid dering a resvlution of 
this kind; a resolution looking alone to the personat 
benefit of the members. He strenuously opposed 
the measure, add asked if the House was aware of 
the expense it invelved?) When the former resolu- 
tion was under consideration, he recollected that a 
then member from ‘Tennessee, (Mr. Cave Johnson,) 
made a calculation demonstrating that it was about 
one thousand dollars to each member, in the aggre- 
gate upwards of one hundred thousand dollars. 
Mr. B. insisted that they had no right, in the pre- 
sent exhausted state of the Treasury, thus to give 
to themselves the people's money; and if Congress 
had commitied a mistake originally, they cought to 
correct it. 

BOON had voted 
ginally, but 


esse 


use. 


against 
received the 


this project ori- 
books under the 


having 


tormer resolution, he thought it would hardly be 
fair to withbold that from the n new members which 
he had once received the benefitof. He thought, 


however, tought to be restricted to the present 
members, those now in the seats or otherwise, in 
death or incy, several copies might 
representation of a single 


se Ol vac 


be furnished for the 


district. 


" ft S. é repared 
to say what expense this resolution involved,but he | 


On the subject of an exhausted or bankrupt tre 
sury, which had been brought into review, Mr. 
B. trusted that those who had voted for the « usne; 
sion of the fourth instalment of de posite With the 
States would not be again questioned for it, w); 
they were now told (by Mr. Bond) by those who 
complained of that suspension, that the Treasury 
was absolutely bankrupt, for if ‘such was its cond 
tion, there was nothing to pay it with. 

Mr B. added that he would move 
ment to the effect he had indicated. 

The CHAIR remarked that it would not be in 
order till the pending amendment had _ been dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. RARIDEN inquired of Mr. Bi IND, if under 
the influence of the opinions he had expressed, he 
had allowed himself to accept the boolrs ordered 
under the former resolutions of the House. 

Mr. BOND would state frankly, that the books 
having been sent to his. lodgings he had sent then 
home, and should de so again, unless under some 
general order to return them, which he ap 
willingly yield obedience to; still he was ape 
to the principle, always had heen, and shonld ¢ 
tinue to be so. 

Mr. RARIDEN had, 


serte ino} 


a- 


an amend. 


tothe best of his belief. 
hook in the seaolutio nw vhich } 


ordered before. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST was in favor of equality 
in regard to sources of information furnishe! 


the public expense. He he'd it to be for the interest 
of the constitnents that the representatives shouid 
be in possession of the acts and doings of the Go- 
vernment at all periods. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, sent the follow- 
ing amendment to the table, giving notice that he 
should move it when the present amendment was 
disposed of. 


Resolved, That the late members of the House of 
Representatives of the 23d and 24th Congress, who 
have received, or are entitled to receive books, un- 
der the resolutions of the 23d and 24th Congress, 
are hereby directed an@required to place them 
in the Library of Congress for the use of their 
successors, who shall have the right to use them 
whilst members, and during the sessions of Con 
gress, and who shall replace them in the Library 
for the use of their successors; and said books shall 
be thus kept for the use of the members of the 
Hlonse of Representatives, and to be used and re- 
placed in the Library of Congress from time to 
lime as aforesaid. [The books were named in the 
amendment. ] 

Mr. McKAY raised the question of order, that 
this resolution, involving a distinct appropriation 
of money, should be comunitted to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The CHAIR ruled against the point, but siid 
that it might be used as an argument to the House. 

Mr. McKAY contended that no proposition for 
paying money could be authorized without being 
committed. The fact of the contingent bill not 
being passed, rather streagthened his point. 

Mr. McK’s remarks were interrupted by the 

special order, being the case of the 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
ethe Mississippi Election case, the question pendiny 
being as follows: 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolutio 
Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, se 
are not entitied to their seats in the House as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of Mr. 
Deu, who on yesierday moved to amend by striking 
out allihe word ‘Reso/ved,” and inserting as follows: 
* That the resolution of this Honse of the 3d October 
las', declaring that Samus J. Gaotson and Joun 
Y. H. Cismorne were duly elected mem- 

bers of the 25th Congress, was agreed to without a 
knowledge of all the facts which were material toa 
correct decision of the question presented, and the 
same is hereby rescinded.’ 

Resolved, futher, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER resumed and concluded 
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his remarks from yesterday, in reply to Mr. Pren- 


qiss. He entered into an elaborate and critical 
examination of the arguments adduced by the lat- 
ter, and contended that there was not the slightest 
ground whereon the contestants could rest their 
claim. [Want of room prevents our giving even 
an outline of his speech. } 

Mr. MAURY rose and stated, that it had been 
nis intention to submit some remarks upon this 
question, but, as there appeared to be some dispo- 
sition to take the question, he would now yield the 
floor, if it should be understood that the debate was 
here to close. If any other gentlemen had a desire 
of addressing the House, they would intimate their 
intention now; and, if no gentleman did so, he 
would yield and permit the question to be taken. 

Mr. BRONSON said, as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, he should feel it to be his duty 
to address a few remarks to the House, before the 
question should be taken. He should promise, 
however, that his remarks should be brief. 

Mr. LEGARE, also intimated his intention of 
addressing the House for a short time. 

Mr. MAURY then declared his determination 
to make some remarks on the subject, but gave 
way to 

Mr. SHIELDS, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 





[ Omitted in the proceedings of yesterday. | 
Mr. Craic, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
petition of the heirs of Col. John Holcomb, and the 
petition of the heirs of Lieut. William Boyer. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, Jan. 26th, 1838. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the War Department, in answer to the resolution 
of the Senate of the 10th instant, transmitting a re- 
port from the Colonel of Ordnance, in reference to 
the correspondence relative to the lead mines; and 

On motion of M#*YOUNG, the report and do- 
cuments were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 25th instant, transmitting 
a communication from the Messrs. Blunts of New 
York, on the subject of the light-houses of the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Eliza- 
beth Reynolds, heir of Major William Bailey of 
the Revolutionary army. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Fuiler, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Missouri, praying for the passage of a pre- 
emption law: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the petition and 
papers of John Rodgers of Arkansas, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the joint me- 
morial of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Alabama, in reference to the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Tennessee river, 
asking*for an appropriation for further improve- 
ments: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a joint memorial from the same, on the 
subject of losses sustained from Creek Indian de- 
predations in the years 1836 and 1837: referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a remonstrance from the same, against the 
execution of a contract for the transfer of certain 
Creek reservations: referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of ———, 
praying for additional compensation for carrying 
the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRIS presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Crawford aud Seneca county, Ohio, 
praying for the establishment of a post route: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of —— Andrews, praying for 
a pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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citizens of Litchfield, Medina county, Ohie, on th 
subject of the mode of disposing of the public 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an anfavorable report on the petition of 
Richard Lucas; and the committee was discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported seve- 
ral bills {rom the House without amendment. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the bill from 
the other house for the relief of Ferdinand Clark, 
made an unfavorable report thereon; which was 
read. 

Mr. N. from the same committee, also reported 
unfavorably on the bill for the relief of David Smith 
and others. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the memorials of the 
Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, and of 
the New York and Harlem Railroad Company 
reported bilis for their relief; which were severally 
read, and ordered to their second readings. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill from the House making 
partial appropriations for the suppression of In- 
dian hostilities for the year 1837; and the bill from 
the House making an appropriation for the protec- 
tion of the Northern frontier, reported them seve- 
rally without amendment; and the same having 
been, by general consent, severally considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, were read the second 
and third time, and passed. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate such information 
as may be in his department, showing the number 
of Creek Indians which at any time during the 
year 1836 and 1837 were engaged in hostilities 
against the United States. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill fixing 
the compensation of officers of the army employed 
on duty in the military bureaus; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. ROBBINS, ai- 
recting the Secretary to purchase, for the use of 
each new Senator, a copy of Gales and Seaton’s 
Ametican State Papers, and copies of certain 
publications on the subject of the public lands, was 
taken up, and after some remarks from Messrs. 
KING and ROBBINS, was laid on the table. 


PRE-EMPTIONS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS. 

The bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands, was taken up, as the unfinish- 
ed business, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he would call the atten- 
tion of the chairman of the committee to a subject 
not necessarily connected with the bill, but of great 
importance. It was the propriety of making some 
provision in the bill to settle questions arising at 
the General Land Office, and the local land offices, 
with respect to the mode of finally deciding on 
disputed land titles. He would suggest to the 
chairman of the committe, (Mr. Wacker,) whether 
a provision should not be made to give to the couris 
of the United States, in the States, competent juris- 
diction over all disputed land titles, arising not only 
under the pre-emption laws, but in all other cases. 
He though if the circuit or district courts were au- 
thorized to entertain jurisdiction over the matter at 
home, a great deal of trouble would be saved, both 
here and there; and the advantage of uniformity in 
practice and decision weuld be obtained. He did 
not purpose to offer any amendment himself, as he 
did not deem it essential to the bill, which he sup- 
posed, constiiuted as the Senate was, must pass; 
but he threw out these suggestions to the chairman 
of the committee for his consideration while the 
bill was pending. Under the bill, some such pro- 
vision being necessary, it would be as well to be 
introduced now as at a future time. 

Mr. WALKER replied that he would like to 
take more time to consider this suggestion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, particularly as that 


Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of sundry 





gentleman seemed to think that this jurisdiction 
should extend not only to pre-emption claims, but 

to other cases arising out of disputed land titles. 

He could not say whether it would not be better to 

provide for such cases by a general law. He had 

not made up his mind fully on this subject as yet. 

One of the diticulties which presented themselves 

to him was, the expense which would be incurred 

by carrying conflicting cases before the United 

States courts. The parties in general were poor, 

residing at a distance from the courts ; they would 

be compelled to procure strictly legal evidence on 

the various points to be determimed by the courts, 

and to employ lawyers, all of which would involve 

an expense too heavy for the majority of them to 
bear; and in many cases the entire value of the 

quarter section would be swept away by this expen- 
sive mode of litigation. Now he had no objection 

to a provision extending this jurisdiction with the 

consent of parties; but to compel one party to go 

before these courts without the consent of the other, - 
would involve a heavy cost, which he would hesi- 

tate long before he would consent to impose on 

them. He should also have no objection to an 

appeal in the last resort to either of the United 

States courts, where either party was dissatisfied 
with the decision of the General Land Opice. Tle 
threw out these suggestions to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, and probably might hereafter con 

sent to some provisions, sufficiently matured and 
guarded, that would meet the views of the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that his object wa 
general—to zive a direct power to the courts of the 
United States to entertain jurisdiction over all dis- 
puted cases whatever. The gentleman’s greatest 
objection appeared to be founded on the expenx 
to be incurred by carrying these cases before the 
United States courts. Now, the first inquiry was, 
was there any existing mode short of judicature by 
which these conflicting cases could be settled? 
Here were two conflicting cases. A and B dispute 
the right to a patent, and the President decides in 
favor of A. Now, did that end the case? No, 
surely. It must be made the subject of private 
litigation; and the only difference was, if the two 
parties were inhabitants of the same State, they 
might avail themselves of the State courts. Now, 
all the objections as to expehse, distance, and lega! 
strictness of evidence, existed as well with regard 
to the State courts as to the cirenit and district 
courts, and it was aseasy to try the cases in the 
latter as in the former. 

Oue great object (Mr. W. said) was to have a 
process which should be uniform in the decision of 
these important cases; and whether this would not 
be easier obtained in the United States courts than 
in the various courts of the States, where various 
forms and opinions prevailed, and where the only 
mode of bringing the cases before the United States 
court would be by the circnitous process of a writ 
of error to the Supreme Court, was submitted to 
the judgment of the chairman of the committee. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama did not know what 
v ews he might entertain with respect to the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Massachusetts, were it 
made in a distinct form; but he trusted that it would 
not, at a}l events, be made as an amendment to 
embarrass the bill under discussion. ‘The proposi- 
tion was a new one, and some views with respect 
to it which had been taken by the chairman of the 
committee were worthy of the deliberate conside- 
ration of the Senate. He referred to the great ex- 
pense attending this mode of litigation, as present- 
ing the strongest objections to it. He himself’ was 
not aware that there wasany objection to the juris- 
diction of the State courts over these disputed land 
eases; all of them had chancery jurisdiction, as 
well as law; and although there might not be the 
same uniformity of process and decision in them 
as there was in the United States courts, yet they, 
without doubt, dispensed justice as surely and as 
cheap. There was another view to be taken ot 
this question. Suppose both parties were residents 
of the same State, as wou!d most generally be the 
case, and no question involying the constijationality 
or validity of a law of the United States, could ju- 
risdiction, in such cases, be given to the Circuit 
Courts of the United States? He (Mr. C.) was 
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not prepared himself tv say, conclusively, what 
might be his opinion on that subject. Tis atten- 
tion, he said, had not for some time past been di- 
rected to such questions, and, without giving an 
opinion, he threw out the suggestion for the consi- 
deration of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

At all events, though he had not given due con- 
sideration to the proposition of the Senator trom 
Massachusetts, he trusted that it would not be in- 
corporated into a bill intended to secure their 
homes and improvements to the meritorious and 
industrious cultivators of the public domain. If 
the Senator believed that a provision of this nature 
was important, he hoped that he would introduce 
it in a separate bill, and he, for one, pledged him- 
self to give it the most attentive consideration. 
There seemed to him, however, to be no such great 
difficulty about the matter. These cases were or- 
dinarily determined here, in the last resort, by the 
Commiss:oner of the General Land Office, withthe 
aid of the Solicitor of that Department, and with a 
reference, in cases of difficulty, to the Attorney Ge- 
neral. No great complaints of this mode of deci- 
sion had ever been made, at least, very few, Mr. 
C. said, ia his State. Whenever difficulties oc- 
curred, the practice of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Ofiice was to suspend the decision 
ull areport was had from the local land office, and 
all the parties were fully heard on the 
Then the Cammissioner, who has for 


subject 
some year 
past been a lawyer, and certainly always ought to 
be, decide With the assistance ft the best legal 
counsel, 

This mode of decision, Mr. C. had 
generally given satisfaction, was the most conveni- 
ent to the parties, and attended with little expense. 
Mr. C. coneluded by repeating the hope that the 
propas.ition of the Senator from Massachusetts 
would be brought forward ina distinet form, and 
not permitted to embarrass a measure of such im- 
portance as the present, and one which Mr. C 
wished determined on its own merits. If sent to 
the committee to which he belonge 1, it would re- 
ceive the most prompt and attentive consideration, 
and be decided on by the Senate with reference to 
its own intrinsic merits. 

Mr. WEBSTER did not propose to offer any 
amendment, nor did he intend to bring in any bill; 
but he believed that before another vear passed, 
they would be called on to create a new tribunal 
to settle these conflicting land cases, and the course 
he suggesied was to obviate the difficulty by what 
seemed to him the easiest mode. , as these 
questions would arise under the laws of the Unied 
States, he supposed there was no doubt of the pow- 
er oi Congress to give the United States courts ju- 
risdiction over them. ‘This had been done in 
many cases, and Mr. W. cited the jurisdiction gi- 
ven to the United 


believed, 


Now 


States 


conrts in cases arising 
out of the collection of the customs. 
Mr. WALKER concurred with the Senator 


from Massachusetts in some of the views expresscd 
by him, but, at the same tume, thought it would be 
better to have another bill on the subject referred 
to the appropriate committee. He himself, if no 
other Senator did, would bring the subject before 
the Senate. He had no doubt of the power of 
Congress to give to the courts of the United State 

jurisdiction over all cases arising under the laws 
or Constitution of the United States, and any cases 
involving a construction of a statute of the United 
States, or at least involving a title to property de. 
rived from the public domain under a law of Con- 
gress. As at present advised, he should have no 
objection to a resolution direc 
Committ 

resort to the courts of the United States at once, 
instead of first going to the State courts, and then 
coming by appeal to the Supreme Court. Tle 
thought, however, the matter was one of importance 
and great delicacy, and should be provided forina 
separate bill. 

Mr. YOUNG observed that the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts would necessarily in- 
volve an expense that would be rainous. He eon- 
sidered shat all the parties were well protected 
the law now was. The register of the local land 
office first decided ou the claim, and if the parties 


ing the Judiciary 
»to bring in a bill to permit the parties to 


were dissatisfied, they applied io the Commissioner 
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of the Genera! Land Office, who had the opinion 
of the Attorney General to aid him in making up 
his decision. Now he wonld ask if the parties 
were not as well protected by this mode of decision, 
as if they resorted to the circuit or district courts; 
and an appeal to the Supreme Court he looked 
upon as involving an expense too great to be borne 
in most of the cases? He recollected a case men- 
tioned to him by the late Senator Kane—a case in- 
volving the value of a single slave—cost, by being 
carried up to the Supreme Court, upwards of five 
hundred dollars. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, after some remarks at 
considerable length, in which he commented on 
the frauds alleged to have been practised under the 
pre-emption laws, submitted an amendment to de- 
fine more accurately the settlement and cultivation 
necessary to acquirea right toa pre-emption. Mr. 
C’s amendment was to strike out that part of the 
bill relating to settlement and cultivation, and to in- 
sert, in lieu thereof, the follewing: ‘‘by actual resi- 
dence thereon, on or before the Ist day of Decem- 
ber, 1837, and the cultivation of at Jeast one acre in 
corn, and continued residence and cultivation to 
this time.” 

Mr. WALKER had no objection to defining 
more accurately the habitation and cultivation; but 
he hoped the gentleman would not confine the cul- 
tivation to corn, as that would exclude a great 
many meritorious cultivators who did not grow 
that article. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had named corn 
particularly, because the bill professing to provide 
for the poor man, whocultivated the soil for the 
support of his family, this kind of grain woald 
embrace the cultivation of all persons of that class. 
The very first thing a poor man naturally, did if he 
intended a bona fide settlement, was, after building 
his cabin, to plant corn for the support of his 
family. This seemed so consistent with the natu- 
ral course of conduct of a bona fide settler in a 
new country, ihat in the first laws passed by the 
Legislature of Virginia for the benefit of that class 
of persons, the previous planting and cultivation 
of corn was made an indispensable requisition to 
obtain a title to the land. 

Mr. WALKER contended that it would be invi- 
dious to require that in all the States of the Union 
the cultivation suited to Virginia should be the in 
dispensable prerequisile to the acquiring a right «7 
a pre-emption. He hoped the gentleman woul 
not adhere to this branch of the amendment. Let 
him go (said Mr. W.) to the banks of the Alissis- 
sippi, and he will find hundreds of settlers who 
plant cotton the very first year, and buy all their 
corn from the censtituents of the gentleman. In 
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi, the settler 
will plant his twenty and thirty acres of cotton and 
not one grain of corn; and why? Because in some 
years cotton bore such prices that it was considered 
most lucrative to row nothing else. He submitied 
to the gentleman from Kentucky whether it would 
not be most for the interest of his constituents to 
leave the matter of cultivation to the setiler him- 
self, and let him, if he finds it to his interest, buy 
his corn. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested to the Sena- 
for from Kentucky, who he no conbt had only in 
view the defining more strictly an aciual settle- 
ment and cultivation, to medify his amendment by 
striking out “eorn,” leaving the nature of the cul- 
tivation to be determined by the land office. As 
the Senator from Mississippi had remarked, it 
would be extremely bard to confine the cultivation 
to corn, aS many cultivators bought all they used, 
though he (Mr. C.) regarded it as a very injadi- 
cious way of farming, and one that no doubt re- 
sulted very muchto the advantage of the con- 
stituents of the gent'eman from Kentucky, as there 
were times when every bushel of corn carried 
down the Mississippi was worth from a dollar to a 
dollar and sixty-five cents per bushel. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then modified his amerd- 
ment by adding “wheat and cotton.” 

Mr. KING intended to have voted forthe amend- 
ment of the Ser m Kentucky without going 
further. The general term of “corn” included 
wheat and all other small grain as much as it did 
‘dndian corn,” and he was perfeetly satisfied with 


i 
} 
i 


»* ‘ 
LUFF di 


this designation of the degree of cultivation required, 
He knew of no instance himself where a poor man 
made a settiement that he did not plant Indigy 
corn the first year. Mr. K. believed that may, 
frauds had been practiced under the old law by jp. 
dividuals obtaining their pre-emptions without suf. 
ficient cultivation, and that they ought, in the pre- 
sent one, to define the degree of requisite cultiya- 
tion so clearly as te admit of no doubt. His ob- 
ject was, in good faith, to give to men who settled 
on the public domain their homes, and their luk 
improvements, to enable them to support their fami- 
lies, and further than that he was not willing to % 

He was not willing by any-oose or indefinite phra- 
seology toenable persons to go through thecountry 
and take up the best lands under a pre-emption [0 
the purpose of selling to others at a profit. []); 
object was to benefit the honest, industrious settle; 
and cultivator only, and he wished it to be so clear- 
ly expressed in the bill. 

Mr. WALKER said it might be true that corn 
was raised in Alabama, but he hoped they woul 
not on that account seek to deprive settlers in othe; 
States from raising such crops as they conceiy«d 
most advantageous. He was well aware that. 
hich up the streams in that State where gentlemen 
lived, they were obliged to raise corn, because the, 
could rot purchase it from the surrounding coun- 
try. Bot he had known repeated instances tn Mi - 
sissippi, where settlers had planted cotton the first 
year, and purchased their cora. Because the 
course pursued in Alabama varied from that o} 
Mississippi, would it be right to compel her sctileis 
to adopt it? If the amendment prevailed, it would 
exclude so large a portion of settlers in his State a: 
would compel him to vote against the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed, that he now 
learned with regret, that in many parts of Missis- 
sippi they did not raise corn. Now he would ad- 
vise them to do it at once, for of ali the blessings 
which Providence had conferred upon man, he 
looked upon this as the greatest. Dut the great 
object of his friend and c@fcague in limiting the 
cultivation to corn was the facility of its culture, 
and the abundance of its yield, in the new and fer- 
tile lands of the West, rendering it the most tatu- 
ralcrop fer a poor man to begin with. This re- 
minded him of a glowing account, given by an old 
friend ofhis, of one of the great grain connues of Ken- 
tucky. His friend described the land as producing 
twenty barrels of corn to the acre, with planting 
and cultivation together. If planted only without 
ploughing, he said it would produce ten; but if it 
was neither planted nor ploughed, i would yield a 
very tolerablecropof five barrels to the acre This, 
however, was _ no fiction, for he had seen with bis 
own eyes, as good acrop of corn growing in a field 
where there had been neither planting nor plouch- 
ing, as was to be found ina great number of the 
cornfields on both sides of the Potomac. He must 
explain, Mr. C. said, how this happened, or incur 
the imputation of having told what was incredible. 
The corn was growing in an enclosed field, where 
catile had been fed, and sprung up from the graii 
wasted by them in feeding. With respect w the 
mode of cultivation to be provided for in the bill, 
he did not approve of Jimitingittocorn. He thought 
the cultivation ought to inclade small grain, as well 
as cotton and sugar cane. ° 

Mr. LYON snggested the addition of potatoes, 
an esculent vegetable, and very much relied on 10 
Michigan. 

Mr. BENTON said he was opposed to iie 
amendments proposed by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cairrenpen,) and should notice then 
befure he sat down. His first object was to repel 
the imputation of fraud which had beea so indus- 
iriously lavished upon western settlers. He denies, 
oui and out, the justice of this imputation. He 
denied, out and out, the truth of these stale fabri- 
cations, generally invented by speculators, and 
worn threadbare forty years ago. The story of the 
catnip seed—of corn in a spring of water for the 
spring of the year—of Juhnny Black and Billy 
Black, meaning negroes—with all the rest of such 
stories with which the Senate had been entertained 
on former occasions, were all inventions to pre)u- 
(lice the settlers of the new countries. He kuew 
those settlers well. He went among them in Ten- 
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nessee near forty years ago, and had been among 
them all over the West, from that time to the 

resent. He knew them well. There was not, 
upon the face of the earth a better population. 
They were the hardy pioneers whose meritorious 
exertions gave value to the country. Their object 
was to cultivate the land which they settled on; 
and the cultiva‘ors of the soil had been adimitted in 
all ages, and in all countries, to constitute the most 
meritorious body of citizens. All the Western 
States had been settled by these hardy pioneers, 
and their posterity is now among the most valuable 
ot their citizens. British travellers and British 
reviews had stigmatized the frontier settlers of the 
United States; but that was their vocation, and 
nothing better was expected of them; but Senators 
in Congress should not repeat things of the truth of 
which they have no knowledge, and which, in fact, 
are so unfounded. 

We are told by some (said Mr. B.) that the pre- 
emption system ought to be put down—that it 
ought to cease—that no more pre-emptions should 
be granted. On the contrary, Mr. B. was for pre- 
serving and perpetuating it. The system was as 
old as the Government, and he hoped would con- 
tinue as Jong as the Government had public lands 
wo be sold. What is a pre-emptien? It is nothing 
but aright of first purchase. It is no donation— 
itis no gift—it is no gratuitous distribution of the 
land. tis only a privilege in the man who has 
setled upon the land, to buy it at Government 
price; and that priee is $1 25 peracre. The pre- 
emption merely exempts the settler from the com- 
petition of speculators at the auction sales, and these 
auction sales have in reality produced nothing 
for the pubhe Treasury. The auction system 
has been the fruitful source of combinations among 
capitalists, and of oppression to settlers, but has 
produced nothing to the Treasury. There is now 
official evidence of this fact; for a return of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shows 
that on all the lands sold for fifteen years past, to 
wit: from 1823 to 1837 inclusive, there is bat a 
gain of two cents anda half per acre on the mini- 
mum price. ‘To be pregise, itis not two and a half 
cents, but two cents an® nine-twentieths of a cent. 
The whole number of acres sold in that time is 
59,410,556 acres, and the amount received is 
$75,723,102, which gives an average of $1 27 9-2/ 
per acre. Thus the Government has gained nothing 
by the auction sys'em; and of the two systems he 
would preter to see the auction system abolished, 
rather than the pre-emption system. 

Mr. B. said he was opposed to this amendment, 
and to all provisions about cultivation. ‘There was 
no object now ja requiringcultivation. Formerly, 
in the infant settlements of the country, it was an 
object to induce a settler to raise a crop, as that 
crop was necessary to sustain the forthcoming emi- 
gration; but now it is no object. Settlement is 
now the object. It is the settler against the specu- 
lator that now claims attention; and ai! we want is 
evidence of the intention to be a settier; and build- 
ing a house, and preparing for cultivation, consti- 
tutes that evidence as fully as actual cultivation. 
All he wanted in the bill was residence—a settle- 
ment—a house and a commencement to improve 
and on this he was willing to grant the pre-emption 
right. He objected to cultivation as a prerequi- 
site, and would wish to see every present settler on 
the public Jands allowed the privilege. 

Mr. B. had spoken of the meritorious character 
of the western cultivators, and a document on the 
lable gave evidence of it. It was a document 
from the Treasufy Department, in answer to a call 
from the Senator for the amounts of specie receiv- 
ed and disbursed by the Federal Government since 
the stoppage of the banks in May last. That doen- 
ment showed that there had been received from 
customs, during that period, no more than the sum 
of $1,325,317, of which €800,000 had been paid 
back to the merchants, leaving but $525,317 for 
the whole amount of revenue received in specic 
from the eustom-houses in that period; while the 
same document shows that there has been received 
t'om the land o‘ices, in hard money, daring the 
same time, the large sum of $3,474,735, not one 
doifar of ‘which has been refunded to*farmers for 
debentures; for that is a case in whichsthe doctrine 
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of debenture does not apply. Here there is 
proof of their merit. The banks shut up; 
the merchants ceased to pay specie; the Govern- 
ment was in danger of being reduced entirely to 
the use of irredeemable paper; but the farmers, 
the cultivators, the settlers, had poured out their 
hard money to the Government. In spite of the 
stoppage of the banks, they continued to pay hard 
money for pablic land, and actually purchased as 
much as ever had been bought before the two years 
of speculation on bank facilities. ‘They paid three 
and a half millions in eight months, sinee the stop- 
page of the banks, which is at the rate of five mil- 
lions per aonum; and five millions per annum is 
more than the lands ever brought previous to the 


two years of speculation—the years 1835 and 
1836—speculations which the most glorious 
Treasury order put an end to. That or- 
der pat an, end to bank-facility specula- 
tions. It expelled the speculators from the 
field, and saved the lands for cultivators... These 


cultivators paid three and a half millions in hard 
money after the stoppage of the banks last year, 
and they will pay double or treble that amount this 
year. ‘They will pay double or treble that amount 
this year; for the new surveys, withheld from sale 
by the wisdora and firmness of General Jackson in 
1836, will come into market in 1838; and the far- 
mers will buy them, and pay for them in hard 
money, whether the banks resume or not. These 
incriterious settlers are not dependants of banks. 
They do not hang upon bank favors; they do not 
live upon bani facilities. They cultivate the 
earth; they raise the food which sustains the life of 
man and beast; they work hard, and they love hard 
money, andare wise enongh to demand it, and have it; 
and then they are patriotic enough to give it to their 
Government for its lands. Mr. B. expatiated upon 
the wisdom of General Jackson, both in issning 
the most glorious ‘Treasury order, which stopped 
the sale of the lands for bank notes which cannot 
be redeemed ; and also for withholding all the new 
surveys from marketin 1836. By these two mea- 
sures he had saved many tens of millions of acres 
of tresh lands from falling into the hands of specu- 
lators for the notes of banks which suspended pay- 
ment as soon as the Treasury was full of their 
notes; and he had reserved all these new lands for 
farmers, and for a resource to the country during 
the failure of the banks, and the merchants, to 
pay hard money. The only resource of the Govern- 
ment for hard money has been, for eight months 
past, and may be for a year or two to come, 
in these settlers on the public lands; and a safe 
resource it is; for if all the new surveys are 
brought into market this year, eight or ten mil- 
lions of acres will be sold, and hard money will be 
paid for it. Mr. B. did not take another view of this 
large specie payment for land made since the banks 
swpped, but every body must see io thai efiect the 
highest proof of the Treasury order, and also the 
highest proof of the wisdom of the Diverce bill— 
that bill which goes to separate the Government 
from the ban!s, and to exclude their paper from 
its Treasury. It is an omnipotent fact to prove 
that the Government can collect all its revenues in 
cold and silver; for, when farmers, who handle 
cemparatively but litt'e money, can buy more 
lands and pay in hard money during the stoppage 
of the banks, than ever was done before the two 
years of speculation, what cannot be done when the 
banks resume? 

Mr. 13. did not enter into invidious comparisons; 


his ebject was to defend, and not to attack—to de- 


fend the settlers in the new States from unjust, un- 
founded, and unjustifiable imputations upon them; 
but it was impossible to look at the document to 
which he had referred, without seeing how /itile the 
merchants hat done, and how much the farmers 
had done towards sustaining the Government in 
the loss of its revenues by the banks. The far- 
mers had paid three and a half millions in hard 
dollars since the bank suspensions; the merchants, 
afier deducting the amount refunded in debentures, 
had only paid about haifa million. Yet the mer- 
chants were the class to which we grant every faver, 
while the poor privilege of pre-emptiun—a mere 
protection against speculators, is here vehemently 
denied them! We keep up ambassadors al! over 
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the civilized world for the benefit of commerce; we 
send fleets, and ships of war, into all seas for its 
protection; we have brought home indemnities in 
gold from France and Naples for the benefit of the 
merchants; we have given them delays on their 
bonds; we have done all for them they can ask, 
yet they have paid only half a million of hard dol- 
lars to the Government in its distress, while these 
farmers, who have paid three and a half millions 
in the same time, are to be deprived, if possible, of 
the humble privilege of the right of pre-emption 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would not contend 
with the gentleman about the glory of the ‘Treasury 
order, or the wisdom of the immortal Jackson; they 
were Subjects that might very safely be left to the 
kid and indulgent feelings of the Senator from 
Missouri. With regard to the amendment, how- 
ever, which he had the honor to effer, he must say 
that it was only intended to show who were actual 
selilers. Nothing of a stigmatising or reproachfal 
nature against them had fallen from his lips; but 
he did say that imposters had come in and wrested 
from the actual settler hisclaim. He was satisfied 
in his own mind that numerous frauds bad taken 
place under these pre-emption laws, and that per- 
sons had by perjury and by subornation of perjury 
secured to themselves lands to which they had no 
claim. The object of his amendment was, then, to 
make the claimant give evidence of a bona fide in- 
tention to reside on the land, by raising a crop and 
otherwise improving it; and unless it was intended 
to allow these persons to take possession of the pub- 
lic domain, whether they cultivate it or not, where 
could there be raised any objection to the system 
he proposed?) Various precautionary measures had 
been concurred in at the former session, and why 
not now, when he asked to guard the bill at so 
small a point? 

Mr. KUNG said he could not suppose the Sena- 
tor from Missouri alluded to any remarks of his, 
which made it, in his opinion, necessary for him to 
vindicate the character of the settlers upon the pab- 
lic lands. [Mr. Benron said certainly not.] He, 
(Mr. K.) from the position he occupied, from the 
decided support he had ever given to pre-emption 
laws, was the last man who could be suspected of 
casting censure on the settlers on the public lands 
asaciass. ‘That frauds had been perpetrated under 
the pre-emption law of 1830, was not to be ques- 
tioned. In legislating, therefore, on thissubject, we 
shonld carefully guard against all -possibility of 
fraud. Would this be to cast censure upon actual 
settlers? Certainly not. As well might it be ob- 
jected to your revenue laws, that to reqnire oaths 
was to cast censure on the whole body of the mer- 
chants of the country. 

Mr. K. here staied the rules required by the land 
ofhee, to prove the settlement and cultivation, etc. 
The facts required by these rules were necessary to 
be proved before the claimant can get the pre- 
emption; and this was done by order of the Depart- 
ment, to guard against persons getting the choice 
spots of land without being settlers and cultivators. 
[le siated that he was prepared to vote for amy 
amendment which would define distinctly what 
saould be the kind of settlement and cultivation to 
entitle the claimant to a pre-emption. Such was 
the design of the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky. Include more articles of 
cultivation, if necessary, but let them be distinctly 
stated. Although the pre-emptioners paid nearly 
as much as the average price received for the pub- 
lic domain, still the laws operated as a bounty to 
them, for they got the choice lands at the minimum 
price. If it was neta favor conferred on them, 
why did they ask for it?) Why not take their 
chance with the other purchasers of the public 
lands?) He wished to secure to these men the par- 
ticular spots selected for their caltivation—te guard 
them against being turned out of their houses, and 
driven into the woods, by the heartless speculators, 
who had more capital than themselves. He was 
not disposed to lay any unnecessary restrictions on 
those persons who settled in good faith on the pub- 
lic lands where the Indian title had been extin- 
guished, whether their cultivation was in Indian 
corn, cotton, or any other crop by which they sup- 
ported their families, and he hoped gentlemea 
would extend it to all the usual crops. in guard. 
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ing against the possiiltw of fraud, he should be 
sorry for the Senate to suppose that he was diposed 
to stigmatize as fraudulent those who settled on 
the public lands; for if he did so, he would stig- 
matize nine-tenths of the most respectable people 
of Alabama, for that country was principally sei- 
tie] by that class of persons. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, thought that the more 
the privilege of pre-emption was restricted, the 
more danger there was of doing injustice to many 
meritorious persons. ‘The honorable Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Crrrenpen) ascribed too much im- 
portance to the charges of fraud which had been rung 
throughout the country by interested persons. Now, 
what had been the result of these charges? A special 
commission had been appointed by the Treasury De- 
partment to go into the country, where they were said 
to have been committed, and they had found, 1s 
Mr. C. understood, only sixteen cases of frauds 
having been committed under the old pre-emption 
laws. Now, he asked, if this smal! number of 
cases Was to operate as a restriction to the numerous 
cases of meritorious claimants? As his friend 
from Mississippi remarked they had, after the ful- 
lest investigation, obtained the proof that only six- 
teen cases of frauds had been discovered; while on 
the other hand, the benefits conferred on a vast body 
of our meritorious fellow-citizens, had resulted in 
n» loss to the Government. It had been found 
that the average price received for the public lands, 
in 1828 and 1829, amounted to only one cent more 
than the price paid by the pre-emptioner; the average 
price of the lands sold inthese years, being only 
one dollar and twenty-six cents peracre. This 
was before any general pre-emption law was ever 
passed, Again, the report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, made eight years ago, 


showed that in three preceding years, in three 
of the States, (Indiana, Hlinois, and Missouri,) 
the average excess amount to only six mills over 


the minimum price; and on this state of things was 
predicated the first general pre-emption law. 

The few frauds that had been discovered upon 
investigation, were sufficient to show that it was 
not necessary to throw around this bill new restric- 
tions. He thought the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky had not sufficiently looked at the bill, 
and the instructions of the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office under the old law, which this 


was intended to revive. Abundant power was 
given to provide against those difficulties, which 
this amendment was intended to avoid. Mr. C. 


then read from the 3d section of the act of 1830 as 
follows: 

«Sec. 3. Ind be it further enacted, That prior to 
any entries being made under the privileges given 
by this act, proof of settlement or improvement shall 
be made, to the satisfaction of the register and re- 
ceiver of the land district in which such lands may 
he, agreeab y to the rules to he prescribed by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office 
pose,” &c. 

The application made under this law to the re- 
vister and receiver accorded with the rules esta- 
blished by the Commissioner of the Gencral Land 
Office; one of which was, that there must. bea 
house built on the land, and another that there must 
be a sufficient culuivati { 
must necessarily be leii to the discretion of the 
register and receiver. Further: in the last resort, 
an appeal is had te the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office. Now, he would submit to the 
Senator from Keatucky, whether this was not re- 
striction enough, and whether, if they went further, 
there would not be danger of exclading many me- 
ritorious claimants. One restriction was a lopted 
on the moticn of the Senator from Ten 
vesterday, which was with regard to the ex- 
tinction of the Indian title before allowing a 
pre-emption; and another, he was sorry to say, 
had been incerporated in the bill by its 
friends, excluding what are called floats, merely 
because sixteen cases of fraud had arisen under 
them. He was sorry that this last restriction had 
been introduced, because many meritvrious per- 
sons would, where two or more were settled on the 
same quarter section, be compelled, in the division 
of it, to take indifferent Jand, and too sma!l a quan- 
lity, instead of being permitted to go and select the 
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quantity to which they were entitled elsewhere. 
As he had observed before, it would be found that, 
during eighteen years of the operation of the cash 
*Ystem, not more than two anda half cents per 
acre above the minimum price had been received 
by the Goverament. Now would any man say 
that it was an unjust policy to accord the same pri- 
vilege to the industrious settler who opened and 
cleared a new country, and by whose labors the 
value of the public domain was enhanced, as to 
those who purchased for the purpose of speculation? 
He thought that the same indulgence should be 
granted to the settler, whether he cultivated corn or 
any thing else. In his section of the country it 
had been no uncommon thing for combinations of 
men to engage in speculation, and sometimes force 
hush money from the settlers for their homes and 
improvements; and at other times to purchase up 
large districts at the public sales, and afterwards 
have auctions of their own and sell of at a large 
profit. He had seen this, and seen men driven 
with their families from their homes by these heart- 
less speculators whom gentlemen proposed to en- 
courage by these harsh restrictions. It was this 
description of fraud which he wished to put down, 
and confine the public domain to the cultivators 
alone. He could not believe that it would be for 
the advantage of any State of the Union, or that it 
would add to its strength or resources, that the pub- 
lic domam shou'd be monopolized by speculators. 
tt seemed to him that the evils of speculation had 
been so completely shown in this discussion, that 
the honorable Senator would see fit not to press his 
amendment. 

Mr. WEBSTER thought the bill ought to be 
guarded in every possible manner, or the whole ob- 
ject of the Jaw would be defeated. It was not un- 
frequently that pride put on the air of humility, 
and there might be those in the character of hum- 
ble pioneers of the West availing themselves of the 
privileges of this law, to the injury of the actual 
settler. He thought that personai residence was 
the best evidence of the settler’sfintention ; cultiva- 
tion might be left in a general sense, or else made 
so particular as not to be mistaken. 

Mr. WALKER read some extracts from the cir- 
culars of the General Land Office, showing the 
rules prescribing the nature of the habitation and 
cultivation necessary to acquire a right to a pre- 
emption; among which was the rule requiring a 
dwelling-house, a suitable fence and cultivation, 
and excluding any settlement by means of agents 
or overseers. 

Mr. CLAY said, in no shape in which the bill 
could be placed, could he be brought to vote for 
it. The whole pre-emption system was a violation 
of all law, and an encouragement to persons to 
go on the public lands and take the choicest por- 
tions of them, as suited their interests or their incli- 
nations. He, at least, would not be deterred from 
opposing it by any menace or threat which might 
be thrown out. He stood there as the representa- 
tive of the whole Union, and, as such, should con- 
tend against a system which had for its.object to 
take from the Government the possession of these 
lands to throw them into the hands of the specu- 
lators. 

Iie held in his hand a document, which, recent 
as it was, seemed to have been Jest sight of by the 
advocates of the bill. Gentlemen had argued, 
again and again, that the Government had lost 
nothing by the pre-emption system, and calcula- 
tions had been read from the Land Office to show 
that the whole difference obtained in the ameunt 
received for the last fifieen years did not make a 
difference of more than two or two and a half cents 
an acre on the average. He (Mr. C.) was aware 
how easy 1 was to have accoun's made by those 
charged with that branch of this business; but he 
would take occasion to read from a repert of a 
late commissioner, (Gov. Brown,) a man whom he 
believed more conversant with the public lands 
than any other in this country, which clearly 
showed that great losses were sustained by the 
Government; that the system was fall of abo- 
minable fraud, alike scandalous to the Govern- 
ment that countenanced it and infamous to the 
perpetrators of at. Mr. C. said he did not 
mean @ ‘denounce all who had availed them- 
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selves of the pre-emption law—far be it from 
him to do so. There were doubtless many 
worthy and excellent men among them; but he did 
denounce the whole system of pre-emption as a 
fraudulent, heartless, scandalous, abominable spe- 
culation (Here Mr. C. read from the report of Mr. 
Brown the late commissioner, and discanted at 
length upon the information contained in the re- 
port.) As soon as it was ascertained that a Ter- 
ritory was to be established, there was one wild 
precipitous rush to get possession of all the choice 
spots of land, to be claimed under a pre-emption 
right, by men who overawed honest purchasers, for- 
bidding them under pains and penalties to ipter- 
fere with their locations. It was in this way that 
Government was despoiled of her lands by lawless 
and violentmen. Against all such proceedings, 
he would speak as long as God gave him strength to 
do so. These people should be kept from the pub- 
lic land—they destroyed all fair competition in the 
purchase, subjecting the Government to great losses, 
and the honest purchaser to inconvenience and 
extortion. 

Mr. WALKER commented on the report of the 
late Commissioner of the General Land Office, re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Kentucky, which he 
characterized as wholly incorrect, and founded on 
calumny and misrepresentation. It was partly on 
the representations of an anonymous letter writer, 
who had charged him (Mr. W.) with being the 
holder of half a million’s worth of pre-emptions 
in Arkansas, (and he had conclusively shown 
that he never owned a dollar’s worth,) that Mr. 
Commissioner Brown founded this report, stigma- 
tizing the honest settlers of the West with having 
obtained their pre-emptions by fraudulent practices. 
Another letter writer was the district aitorney, who 
said that three hundred and fifty fraudulent floats 
had been laid on the route of Atchafalaya railroad. 
And here, said Mr. W. is the official report made 
by the visiter of the General Government to the 
land ‘office, which refutes the charge. There, Mr. 
Brown was corrected by his own agent, who stated 
that it was not true that three hundred and fifty 
floats had been laid there. 

Thus (said Mr. W.) when you look at ail the 
complaints against this pre-emption system, you 
will find that they were made by persons interested, 
like this district attorney. These interested specu- 
lators wished to get the farms of the settlers at a 
few cents above the minimum price; and therefore 
they were so ready to oppose obstacles in the way 
of the execution of the pre-emption laws. Mr. W. 
replied at length to Mr. Cay, reviewing and com- 
menting on the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office alluded to, and showing that it 
was little to be relied on. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky was aware how une- 
qual the contest was. The determination to push 
this bill through, by the majority, was evinced by 
the manner in which its provisions were eulogised 
as equitable to all, and specially calculated to give 
homes to the poor man; but with regard to some in- 
sinuations which had been thrown out, of a “grasp- 
ing spirit,’ he begged leave to repel the charge, 
and would throw it back to where it belonged, viz: 
on the new States. He denied that any such feel- 
ing was evinced by the old States ;that grant after 
grant had been given to the new States for internal 
improvements, for endowing colleges, and for other 
purposes calculated to promote their interests. 

It was but the other day that Michigan asked a 
grant of near halfa million of acres. Where was 
the grasping spirit connected with the distribution 


‘law? That measure proposed to leave the land 


system where it found it, under which we had gone 
on so well and for so many years. It proposed 
simply to distribute the proceeds of the sales among 
the old States as well as the new, giving to the la'- 
ter a per centage of some 10 or 15 per cent. for pur- 
poses of education, &c.; where was the grasping 
spirit there? 
Insinuations, too, had been thrown out against 
the officer from whose report he had just read 
statements in relation to the pre-emption system. 
Had not that officer been appointed a minister to a 
foreign court, and to other high and responsible 
stations, by “the immortal Jackson?” And yet he 
was not to be credited here, because his reports 
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were adverse to the views of gentlemen! If they 
would not credit the documents of their own of- 
ficer, who would they credit?’ The Senator from 
Mississippi says that of all these cases alluded to 
in that report, there were but nineteen fraudulent 
cases; and that out of them, the district attorney 
from whom the information had been derived had 
fire. Mr. C. said he should like to know who the 
‘avent was thathad been sentto investigate. Mighi 
he not, en the other hand, been interested in some 
ten or fifteen cases out of the nineteen? The 
fact was, that the whole pre-:mption system putre- 
(ied and corrupted all it touched. Mr. C. atiuded 
ww the Miami reserve; lands worth from $10 to $40 
peracre had been intruded upon by lawless men, 
in violation of the rights of the Government; and 
yet these *‘ poor, bonest setilers” were to have the 
rights of pre-emption. Whatright had these men 
to the public lands?’ By what power did they seize 
upon and rob the United States of their possessions? 
As well might they seize upon the dollafs in the 
public Treasury; on the forts, arsenals, and public 
ships, aS on the public lands. Mr. C. read from 
an Indiana paper a debate in relation to this re- 
serve, Where the system of pre-emption was inves- 
tigated. He had some experience in relation to 
these matters in Kentucky; and of all thenumerous 
pre-emptionists who had ljived in that State, he 
knew of but one single individual who had re- 
mained on his quarter section. The auction sys- 
tem was a Wise and cautious system; it gavea full 
and fair chance for competition in the purchase of 
the public lands, by which the Government was 
benefited, and the individual also. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama would say one word in 
rezard to the report of the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office, alluded to by the chairman of 


the committee. He understood ikat the Commis- 
sioner had represented that we had lost in a single 


year three milliens of dotlars by the operation of 


the pre-emption laws. On this subject he wished 
to call the attention of the Senate to the documen- 
lary facts, and especially that of the Senator from 
Kentucky, to the assertion that the lands would sell 
for more at public auction than they brought unde 

the pre-emption Jaws. If gentlemen would look at 
the documents on their tables, they would find that 
in 1822 the sa'es amounted to bat three cents more 
than the minimum price; that in 1823 the excess 
was only five cents, and in 1824 the excess was 
only two cents. Now Mr. C. asked were there 
any pre-emption laws in those years? No. At 
that time no general pre-emption law had ever 
been enacted. Again: in two subsequent years 
we find (said Mr. C.) a falling off greater 
than before; for in 1828 the excess was only 
one cent, and in 1829 the same. He hoped the 
Government was honestly administered in 1828. 
The Senator from Kentucky himself would be 
able to answer en that score;* and yet it was found 
that in those years the average excess wasonly one 
cent. Was not this fact sufficient to put down the 
assumption that the pre-emption laws had dimi- 
nished the sales and the amount received from the 
public lands. In 1836 no excess was found, 
thongh half a million of acres had been offered for 
sale at publicauction. These facts were incontro- 
vertible, were oa record, and conclusively showed 
that the report was wrong in asserting that the ope- 
ration of the pre-emption laws had diminished the 
receipts from public lands three millions. The 
Senator from Kentucky hac seized on an apparent 
discrepancy between the Message of the President 
and the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, with a view to excite prejudice against 
those officers, and the measure underconsideration. 
Mr. C. said it would not be very difficult to recon- 
cile this seeming contradiction. 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) to ac- 
complish the purpose alluded to, had referred to a 
single sentence in the President’s message, in which 
he remarks: Upona “critical examination, it is 
found that the Jands sold at the pubd sales, since 
the introdne:ion of cash payments, in 1820, have 
produced, ou an average, the nett revenue of only 

iX Cents an acre more thaa the minimum Govern- 

"During the administration of John Quincy 

Adams, when Mr. Clay was Secretary of State. 
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men price.” The report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office embraces all descriptions 
of Sales, public and private, at auction under 
the pre-emption laws, fram the commencement of 
the cash system, on the Ist of July, 1820, to the 
30th of Sept. 1837, a period of more than seven- 
teen years—and makes the general average excess 
above the minimum price only two cents and 4-5ths 
of acent. peracre. And, said Mr. C. the message 
of the President not only referted to public sales 
alone, but it was sent to the two Houses of the 
5th of December last, more than a month before the 
date of the, Commissioner’s report. That was made 
in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, adopted 
on the motion of him (Mr. Cray of Alabama) on 
the 20th of September last; had occupied almost 
four months in its completion by all the available 
force of the office; and was the only report, em- 
bracing the entire sales under the cash system, which 
had ever been made. Mr. C. said it was more than 
likely, too, that the President referred to seme iso- 
lated period of the system, as shown in in some for- 
mer report. It certainly referred only to public 
sales. 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) had 
also remarked that these pre-emption laws had 
been made the instruments of the most stupendous 
frauds. Mr. C. said he would take leave to tell 
that Senator, with perfect deterence, that he was 
whoily mistaken, and his charge utterly unfounded, 
as regarded the operation of the system generally. 
The pre-emption laws had been the most effective 
insiraments to prevent fraud, to save the honest 
settier and cultivater, and put down the most nefa- 
rious and heartless system of specula ion ever de- 
vised. Such efforts to defeat biiis of this character, 
Mr. C. said, were not new to him. When he was a 
member of the House of Representatives, he re- 
collected, on the eve of taking up a bill like the 
present, documents containing the most injurious 
imputations and reflections on a portion of the oc- 
cupants of the public domain, were prinied and 
laid upon the desks of members; but fortunately 
there were persons present from the district of 
country impheated, who were able to brand the 
authors of those documents as interested specula- 
and show their allegations to be wholly 
groundless. What was dore in-another instance 
had been shown bv his honorable friend, the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, (Mr. Waker.) In that in- 
stance the individual making the charge, as Mr. C. 
understood it, was himself a speculator, and the 
perpetrator of the fraud. 

Sir, said Mr. C. the Senator from Kentuely (Mr. 
Cray) alleges that this bill holds out, and provides 
bounties for violations of law. What sort of boun- 
ties, sir? Is ita bounty.to let the man already in 
possession of a tract of the public land have it at 
the same price for which you could sel! it to anoth- 


and 
y eae’ 


lors, 


er? Js it a bounty to suffer the man who has gone 
forth into the forest, and by his own labor and in- 
dustry, opened his farm and built his cabin, to re- 


lain possession, and enjoy the fraits of his toi! and 
enterprise, ior money you would 
receive from the speculator? Sir, said Mr. C. it 
is no bounty, and the records of the Genéral Land 
Office, and the documents on the desks of every 
Senator, show conclusively that such is not the fact. 
He said it had already been shown that the general 
average before the passage of the pre-emption law 
of May, 1839, (the first general law of the kind,) 
was no better than it had since been. The cash 
system ce:imenced in 1820; in 1822, the average 
price per acre was only $1 28; in 1923, it was only 
$1 36; in 1824, it was only $1 27; in the years 1328 
and $829, each, 1t was only $1 26. All this (said 
Mr. C.) happened before the first pre-emption law 
was passed, whigh was not til 1830, and proves 
the groundlessness of the assumption that this bil 
gives a bounty. 

No, sir, said Mr. C. the bill offers no bounty for 
violations of law. The naked question which it 
presents, is, “will you suffer the settler, who has 
improved and cultivated a little spot of the public 
domain, to take the limited quantity of one quarter 
section for the same money that would be received 
from the speculator, and no less?” It 1s a bill for 
the prevention of frauds and speculation, instead 
of being the instrument of them. 
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Mr. C. said the auction system, instead of pre- 
emptions, had been prolific of frauds, which the 
Senator from Kentucky might well have denounc- 
ed as “scandalous to Government and to indivi- 
duals.” Such epithets would be much more appro- 
priate to the combinations, who 
and bough! 
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attended aucuon 
for xpeculation, 

If the Se- 
of capitalists 
upon an auction >, holding 
their immense capital in ierror over the settler, at 
one ume demanding of him a certain sum per 
acre not tobid against him, and at others deterring 
competition, purchasing up vast quantities of land 
at Government price; and, at the close of the Go- 
vernment sale, holdding an auction of their own, 
and wringing from the hard hands of the laborious 
cultivator, from two to five dollars per acre profit, 
and somet.mes more, he might find fit subjects for 
the application of his epithets, of “frauds scanda- 
lous to the Government and to individuals.” Mr. 
C. said, as he had intimated on another occasion, 
he had personally witnessed such transactions as 
he had deseribed ; and it was to prevent their 
recurrence, and to protect meritorious settlers from 
such impositions, while it would not jessen the re- 
ceipts of the Government, that he wished this bill 
passed. 

Mr. C. said he knew the character of the popu- 
lation which constituted the settlers on the publie 
lands; that he had lived amongst them, and had 
had much intercourse with them, and could inform 
gentlemen that they were not renegades, vaga- 
bonds, or outlaws. As aclass, he said, they could 
boast of as many virtues as any other, Many ot 
them, he knew, were distingnished for their intelli- 
gence and respectability; and all were distinguished 
for their generous hospitality, honest independence, 
and-bold enterprise. 
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The Senator from Kentueky (Mr, C1 
clared that he would not be 


ay) had de- 
leterred from the course 
he had marked out for himself by denunciations, 
come trom whom, or what quarter they might. 
Mr. C. said he did not know to whom the Senator 
from Kentucky alluded; but, if that Senator escap- 
ed the denunciations of the hardy pioneers and set- 
tlers of the West, whom he had charged as viola- 
tersof the law, trespassers who had seized upon 
the pablic property, and whom ‘he had stigmatized 
as perpetrators of the most disgraceful frauds, in 
terms so injurious to their characters and feelings, 
he would be indeed. Mr. C. said he 
knew, from his residence amongst them, how unjust 
such inyputations against the settlers were; and 
that, if fraud was intended to be suppressed, the 
mest effectual way of attaining the object was by 
passing the bill before the Senate. 

Mr. YOUNG observed that the object of all the 
members from the new States was to secure to the 


fertunate 


settters on the public lands the right of pre-emption 
lo their improvenients. Now by the provisions in 
this bill, and the neture of the amendment, it was 
declared that the persons to be benefited by it, must 
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y be settlers, but cultivators also. But 
where was the necessity of requiring proof of cul- 
tivation?) Suppose a man settled down as a black- 
sinuth, was not bis claim a meritorious one, and 
was he and his family to be driven from his im- 
provements because he supported himself and them 
by laboring atthe forge, instead of the plough? 
Suppose a man settled down on a prairie, (and 
there were hundreds of such cases,) and broke up 
the land, and put in his wheat, without enclosing 
ii; was he lose his labor and improvements, 
because he did not make his fence within the time 
required?) Mr. Y. held it only necessary that the 
claimant should be an occupant; and that to re- 
qiire cultivation would, ina number of cases, pro- 
duce great hardship. Those who lived in the new 
States knew that hundreds of the poorer class of 
persons went there without the means of cultiva- 
ting. Many of them having large families of chil- 
dren, built their little lor cabins, and were com- 
pelied to labor for their support. He prayed gen- 
tlemen, therefore, not to exclude this numerous 
class of meri’erious persons from the benefits of the 
bilf. “It would be doing full justice to all to require 
that there should be a bona fide settiemeni;, but if 


cultivation was required, a large class of settlers 
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would be excluded, who were equally entitled to 
the benefits intended by the bill. 

After some further remarks by Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN, the question was taken on Mr. Carrrenden’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to—yeas 26, nays 
21, as follows: 

YEAS—Mestrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, King, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, 
Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, and Webster.—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Norvell, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—21. 

Mr. BAYARD then submitted an amendment, 
requiring that this act shall be construed in con- 
formity with the rules which have been prescribed 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
under the former pre-emption law. 

Mr. KING said that this amendment would 
produce some difficulty, as the set of rules first pre- 
scribed by by the General Land Office having been 
found, on practice, défective, had been set aside, 
and new ones established, which worked well, and 
were in preseit use. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama suggested a modification 
of the amendment, so as to require the act to be con- 
strued in conformity with such rules as have been 
prescribed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office ard are new in force; which modifica- 
tion was aceepted by Mr. Bayarp. 

Mr. BENTON expressed himself as entirely op- 
pesed to such a proceeding. The rules were infi- 
nitely more voluminous than the bill, and might 
tend to embarrass its provisions; and besides, he 
was averse to legislating official rales into a law. 

Mr. KING also opposed the amendment, after 
which 

Mr. BAYARD moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till Monday, in order to 
give members time to look into the rules of the 
General Land Office, with regard to the construc- 
tion ef the pre-emption laws. 

The question being taken on the motion to post- 
pone, it was lost—yeas 23, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of Ken- 
tucky,Clayion, Crittenden, Davis, Knight,McKean, 
Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, and Webster—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, 
White, Wright, and Young—25. 

Mr. BAYARD then medified his amendment so 
as to read as follows: 

Insert after land, in the fourteenth line, ‘and that 
prier to any entries being nade under the privileges 
given by this act, proof of settlement or improve- 
ment shall be made to the satisfaction of the Re- 
gister and Receiver of the Land District in which 
such lands may be, agreeably to the rules _which 
have been prescribed by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office for that purpose, and are now 
in force.” 

Mr. MORRIS then moved an adjournment; 
which was carried by a vote of 39 to 17. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, January 27, 183s, 

Mr. JOHNSON, cf Louisiana, renewed his ap- 
plication to submit a resolution instructing the 
Gommitice on Private Land Claims to inquire 
whether any,and ifany what, further provisions 
ought to be made by law for the final settlement 
and legal decision of claims for land, but it was un- 
successful, 

Reports from the committees were then called 
for. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relef of 

George Rowe. ee 
INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, reported a 
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bill to authorize the settlement with George Fisher, 
for property drstroyed by the troops of the United 
States. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 

Mr. McKAY reported a bill for the relief of Ro 
ger Jones, Adjutant General of the Army. 

Also a resolution authorizing the Committee on 
Military Affairs, in case they should find it neces- 
sary to the performance of their duties, to send for 
persons and papers, which was concurred in. 

NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill for the relief of 
Robert Ramsey. ° 

Also, a bill for the relief of Ezekiel Jones. 

Also, a bill to amend the act of 1835, to regulate 
the pay of the navy of the United States. 

Mr. GRANTLAND reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Elizabeth Champney. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. HOWARD reported a bill for the relief of 
Charles G. Ridgiey. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. MALLORY reported a bill for the relief of 
Barton Hooper. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON reported a bill esta- 
blishing certain collection districts, and creating 
ports of entry therein. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Dr. Samuel Kennedy. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved a suspension of the 
rule for the purpose of submitting a motion to print 
some extra copies of the report of the Superinten- 
dent of the Patent Office; but the House refused. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 

The House then took up the unfinished business 
of the morning hour, being the following resolu- 
tion, submitted on yesterday by Mr. Raripen: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to furnish 
such members of the present House of Represen- 
tatives as have not received the same under former 
orders with the following books, to be paid for out 
of the contingent fund of this House, being such 
as have been supplied to members of the last and 
preceding Congress, viz: 

The Diplomatic Correspondence, The Documen- 
tary History of the Revolution, The Land Laws, 
American State Papers, Register of Debates, Con- 
tested Elections, and Commercial Regulations, 
Elliott’s Debates, and Elliott’s Diplomatic Code— 

But nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize the reprinting of either of the above 
works. 

Mr. BRIGGS had moved to strike from the 
above “The Diplomatic Code.” 

Mr. RARIDEN accepted this as a modification 
of his resolution. 

Mr. BRIGGS then moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting after the word ‘‘orders”’ the follow- 
ing: ‘and who shall in writing notify the Clerk of 
their wish to receive them.” 

Mr. RARIDEN aecepted of this also, 2s a modi- 
fication of his resolution. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, then moved to 
strike out all after the word “resolved,” in the origi- 
nal resolution, and insert the following: 

Resolved, That the late members of the House of 

tepresentatives of the 23d and 24th Congress, who 

have received, or are entitled to receive books, un- 
der the resolutions of the 23d and 24th Cungress, 
are hereby directed and required to place them 
in the Library of Congress for the use of their 
successors, Who shall have the right to use them 
whilst members, and during the sessions of Con- 
gress, and who shall replace them in the Library 
for the use of their successors; and said books shall 
be thus kept for the use of the members of the 
House of Representatives, and to be used and re- 
placed in the Library of Congress from time to 
time as aforesaid. [The books were named in the 
amendment. 

Mr. BRONSON would inquire of the gentlerran 
from Kentucky if he was aware of any authority 
to enforce obedience to the mandates of the resolu- 
tion, in case it was adopted by the House? 

Mr. WILLIAMS presumed if the House had 
authority to appoint committees with power to 
send for persons and papers, that it would have 





J original resolution, as modified by the 
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= to enforce obedience to a resolution of this 
ind. 

Mr. BRONSON replied, that if the gentleman 
knew- of any authority by which the resolution 
could be enforced, he would give it his support. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had no doubt but that there 
was an authority in the House to enforce the reso- 
lution; but he supposed that, if this resolution was 
solemnly adopted by the House, there was no 
member of the Twenty-third or Twenty-fourth 
Congress who had received the books that would 
retain them. 

Mr. BRIGGS could inform the gentleman from 
Kentucky of one member of that Congress who 
would retain them. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had only to say, then, that he 
did not think any member ought to retain them 
after a resolution of this kind should be adopted. 
He had no idea of an appropriation of this kind 
being made indirectly, through the means of the 
contingent fund of the House. If members of Con- 
gress did not receive a sufficient compensation for 
their services, let them say so. If eight dollars 
a day was insufhcient, let their per diem 
be increased by a direct appropriation; but 
do not be charging the Government with 
six or eight hundred dollars for each mem- 
ber, in the shape of beoks. It was, in fact, 
but an increase of the salary of the members, 
so far as the United States was concerned, although 
they, the members, derived but little benefit from 
it. He had understood that these books had fre- 
quently been sold here by members of Congress at 
one-fourth the price which the Government had 
paid for them. He wascredibly informed that the 
American State Papers, which cost the Govern- 
ment from twelve to fifteen dollars per volume, 
had been sold here for two dollars a volume. 
He thought it entirely improper that the money 


of the Government should be expended 
in this way, and he hoped, if it was 
necessary, that the information which _ these 


works centained should be furnished the new 
members of Congress, that the resolution he pro- 
posed should be adopted, so that the works might 
be retained here in the library of Congress, so 
that one set for each member might always be at 
hand. He had received the books which had been 
furnished heretofore, but he had received them 
upon the principle that General Jackson accepted 
of a second nomination to the office of President. 
He should now, however, yield up those works for 
the benefit of his successors, in case the resolution 
he had moved was adopted. He trusted, therefore, 
that the House would see the propriety of adopting 
his amendment. 

Mr. RARIDEN was sorry that the gentleman 
from Kentucky had seen proper to move to strike 
out his resolution for the purpose of moving the 
amendment which had been moved. It @eemed to 
him that his resolution, as he had modified it at 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, would prove satisfactory to a majority of the 
House. He (Mr. R.) conscientionsly desired to 
have these works, but he did not desire to force 
them upon those who had any conscientious scru- 
ples about receiving them; therefore he had ac- 
cepted of the modification of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, so as to make it necessary for 
every gentleman who wished to have the books, to 
notify the Clerk of the same. Mr. R. then slightly 
modified his resolution further, and urged upon the 
House the propriety of adopting it. 

Mr. MERCER then went into a detail of the de- 
scription of books which Congress had heretofore 
seen proper to order to be printed for the informa- 
tion of members of Congress and the public. 


Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question, 
which was seconded by the House. 


Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main question, but the House refused to 
order them, and the main question was ordered to 
be put without a division. 


Mr. BOND then called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question, which wasn the adoption of the 
over, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 113, nays 71. 

So the resolution was agreed to, 





